13/ 05/ 1997

Show nore fairness, PMurges | ocal Press

GURUN, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today called on the | oca
Press to have better judgment and to be fairer in its reporting.

The Prime M nister said he was somewhat di sappointed with the Press
reporting style.

Speaking to reporters after officiating Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd's Section
and Rolling mll here today, Dr Mahathir said:

"I am to a certain degree, disappointed with the local Press...Il' mnot
saying |' mdi sappointed conpletely (as | certainly amwi th the foreign
Press). W expect better judgnment and reporting fromthe | ocal Press."

Dr Mahathir was asked to el aborate on his statenment on Saturday that the
| ocal nedia had given proninence to statenents made by the DAP and the
probl ens that the party's | eaders face.

Cting the Press coverage on Kota Mel aka MP Lim Guan Eng's court case as
an exanple, Dr Mahathir had said that statements nade by LimKit Siang
(the Opposition | eader and Guan Eng's father) that there was injustice in
court decisions were given prom nence.

However, he said sinmilar msfortunes that befell the ruling party and
Governnent follow ng other court decisions were not highlighted.

(Guan Eng was found guilty and fined RML5, 000 by the Mal acca Hi gh Court
on April 28 on a sedition charge and for naliciously making a fal se
publication.)

Asked why ot her | eaders had not voiced their stand on the issue, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"They told nme that they issued statenments but the Press never published
the statenents. That's their conplaint to ne.

"They said unless the Prine Mnister makes a statement the Press just
i gnores them?"

Asked if the local Press was abusing its freedomor taking sides on the
i ssue, Dr Mahathir said:

"No, I'mnot saying that but | just expect you to be a little bit nore
fair."

Asked if his criticismagainst the Press would justify accusations from
foreigners that the Governnment was stifling Press freedomhere, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"W will be criticised anyway but we must have our say. Nothing we do is

ever right.

"They have accused this country of being corrupt and inefficient...that
we are losing noney all the time. However, | don't know why ot her people
still want to cone here and see what the country is all about."

Asked if all the local Press was guilty of over-publicising Guan Eng's
case or only a certain section of it, the Prine Mnister said:

"You know ... publicising Kit Siang's argunment that we are undenocratic
and that the Attorney-General is biased and all that...if the AGis
bi ased he woul dn't have taken us to court ... even though one of our
candi dates was found not guilty, he lost his seat. | don't know the | ogic
inthis."

Dr Mahathir was obviously referring to the Bari san Nasional candidate in
t he Begunan state seat in Sarawak whose victory was declared null and void
because soneone was said to have given noney to soneone el se.

The Prime Mnister also touched on Kit Siang's letter to the New Straits
Times in response to the Gther Thots colum witten by NST G oup Editor



Dat uk A Kadir Jasin.

"I saw Kit Siang's letter to the NST conplaining that Kadir did not
understand his conplaint ... that is Kit Siang' s view.

"But our viewis that we have been | osing cases in the court ... nuch
nmore serious cases. Yet there was no reaction the way the Press,
especially the foreign Press, reacted to Guan Eng being fined nore than
Rwve, 000. "

Dr Mahathir also cited a court case where Kit Siang shoul d have been
fined nore than RM2, 000 but the court later reduced it.

"He shoul d have been fined nore than RWM2, 000 but the court bent over
backwards to give hima | ower fine.

"Now why is it necessary for the court to bend over backwards...it is
al nost a political decision and not a decision based on the case," he
sai d.

(Kit Siang was in 1978, charged, convicted and fined RML5, 000 on five
charges relating to the disclosure of secret information regarding the
purchase of four fast strike craft by the navy two years earlier.

He appealed to the Federal Court and successfully had the fine for each
of the charge reduced to | ess than Rw, 000.)

In his colum, Kadir wote that it was not surprising to hear Kit Siang
accusi ng the Attorney-Ceneral of "selective prosecution".

"It is only to be expected that the DAP chief will use all resources and
tactics at his disposal in support of his son and at the sane tinme paint a
negative picture of the judicial system" Kadir had witten.

Kit Siang replied to this through the |etter which was published in the
NST t oday.

Anmong ot her things, the letter clainmed that O her Thots "has been nost
m sl eading as the issue | had raised was about the A-G s mi suse of his
di scretionary powers on prosecution and not about the independence of the
judiciary or government interference with the courts.”

He added: "Let me clarify that | had at no tinme questioned or chall enged
t he deci sion of the Malacca H gh Court finding Guan Eng guilty of the
of fences of sedition and publishing fal se news.

"I may not agree with the judgnment of the court but | fully accept that
any challenge of its decision nmust be made at the Court of Appeal, which
Guan Eng has done..."

Touching on the court ruling which declared Umo as an unl awful party,
Dr Mahathir said never in the history of denocratic politics anywhere in
the world had there been a party which forned the Governnent declared as
"haram' (illegal).

"I't happened to us but yet people keep on accusing us of meddling with
the courts and doing all kinds of funny things ... | can't understand
t hat.

"I'n fact a judge who nmade several decisions against us was even pronoted

but that's Ml aysi a.

"You think it can happen in some other countries? | needn't nane the
countries but it will not happen."

Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahathir made a four-hour visit to several project sites
on Langkaw | sl and.

At Aquabeat Water Thene Park in Kuala Miuda, he was briefed on the
progress of the Port Langkasuka Marina Project. The briefing was done by
Ekran Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri Ting Pek Khing and project manager
Kapten Laut (B) Quah Hoe Yang.

Dr Mahathir also visited the worksite of the extension works to the
Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre. He was acconpani ed by Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid.
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