11/10/ 1997

Showcase of what Russia has to offer our investors

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The TechXchange ' 97 exhibition to be held fromCct 14
to 18 will not only feature the current devel opnents in Russian technol ogy
but will also aimto pronote Russia as an investnent destination for

Mal aysi an conpani es.

Russi an anbassador to Malaysia Vitali Y. Vorobiev said the exhibition
will allay fears that investors nay have of security and safety in Russia.

"We want to show that Russia has a lot to offer in terns of business
opportunity and technol ogy," he told a press conference at Le Proton
Exhi bi ti ons Servi ces Sdn Bhd yest erday.

He said the exhibition will showcase products of over 100 Russi an
conpani es.

"This is the first tinme ever a trade exhibition of this kind is held for
Russi an conpanies and it is interesting that it will be held outside
Russi a," he said.

Vor obi ev said contrary to popul ar belief, Russian technol ogy was anpong
the best in the world and it was undergoi ng a change in enphasis from
mlitary to civilian-based.

He added the exhibition was the result of a suggestion nmade by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to Russian representatives sone
time ago.

"We found the Prime Mnister's idea very interesting and promni sing," he
sai d.

He added that the Text Xchange ' 97 exhibition would serve as a neeting
pl ace for Russian and Mal aysi an conpani es to formbusi ness alliances which
woul d nutual ly benefit the economnmi es of both countries.

"There is great potential for bilateral trade between Russia and
Mal aysia with the opening up of the Russian econony."

In 1995, a record trade figure of US$828 million was posted nainly due
to the purchase of MG fighter aircraft by the Royal Malaysian Air Force.
The exhibition will be launched on Cct 14 by Dr Mahathir at the M nes

I nternational Exhibition Centre, Kuala Lunpur.

It is jointly organised by Le Proton Exhibitions and the Ml aysi an
I ndust ry- Government G oup for Hi gh Technology with two Russi an conpani es,
Novot ek Group and Machi noexport G oup.

The event is supported by Standards and Industrial Research Institute of
Mal aysi a Bhd and the official tel ecommunications provider is Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Bhd.

The New Straits Tines is the official newspaper for the exhibition
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