29 MAR 1997
SI NGAPCRE PRI ME M NI STER WELCOVES NMAHATHI R S ASSURANCE

By: Tan Hock Guan

SI NGAPORE, March 29 (Bernamm) -- Singapore Prinme Mnister Goh Chok Tong
wel comes Mal aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad' s
assurance that nedia reports of a freeze in Ml aysi a-Singapore relations
are not true.

In a statenment today, Goh said he was saddened that "our bil ateral
rel ati ons have been upset by Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s remarks on
Johor".

He said Lee had said that it was never his intention to cause offence
and had "inmredi ately apol ogised to me when the renmarks becane public".

"He has al so apol ogised to Ml aysia. The Ml aysi an Cabi net has accepted
hi s apol ogy," said CGoh.

"We believe that closer cooperation between Ml aysia and Singapore will
benefit both countries,” he added

Goh said Singapore would do its part to restore and inprove cooperation
at a pace Ml aysia was confortable with.

"W want good relations with Malaysia and ny remarks on March 25 were
intended to be helpful and to inprove relations," he said. -- BERNAMA
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