05/ 08/ 1997
Site in Kedah chosen for experinments in agriculture

Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Mre than 4,000 hectares of land in Kedah will be
utilised to experiment with new ideas for growing crops and plants in an
attenpt to revol utionise the country's agricultural industry.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud said the site, granted
by the State Government, would be used for m xed planting and hi gh-
technol ogy agricul tural nethods.

"W will try planting techni ques such as those used in devel oped nati ons
and work on ideas gained by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
during his two-nonth holiday overseas," he told reporters after |aunching
a sem nar on coastal studies at the Flam ngo Hotel today.

However Dr Sul ai man did not disclose the site's whereabouts.

The Mnister will nmeet Dr Mahathir on Aug 13 to di scuss experinents to
be carried out at the site, including the types of crops and plants to be
pl anted and machi nery to be used on the | and.

He said the Governnment was working on ways to advance the agricultura
i ndustry by encouragi ng m xed crop planting, use of high-technol ogy
machi nery and proper | and managenent as practised in devel oped countri es.

"In the United States, two nmen using the | atest nachi nery can pl ant
seed, fertilise the earth and spray pesticides over an area of 8,000
hectares," Dr Sul ai man sai d.

The M nister said there was an urgent need to adapt new technol ogy to
| ocal conditions as sonme agricultural endeavours such as padi planting had
to be subsi dised by the Government to ensure they survived.

"Most of our padi planters still use old nmethods or ol d machinery and
manage at nost 1.2 hectares of |and each.

"We have been subsidising themto the tune of RVbOO nmillion a year to
mai ntain their inconme, in view of conpetition fromrice producers
out si de.”

To make sure that the agricultural sector continues to exist and becone
commercially viable, the Governnment is also drafting a new Agricultura
Act, to be subnitted to Parlianent at the end of this nonth.

Dr Sulaiman said in view of newideas in farmng, this year's Farners
Day woul d be different, adding that Dr Mahat hir woul d announce a new
national agricultural policy on that day.
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