05 JUN 1997
Umo- Sacked
SITI ZAI NAB SACKED AS DEPUTY M NI STER AND SUSPENDED FROM UMNO

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- Prinmary Industries Deputy Mnister
Siti Zainab Abu Bakar was today sacked from her post in connection with the
mssing RML.8 million fromthe Wanita Umo accounts.

She was al so suspended from Umo, Acting Prime Mnister and acting
party president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m announced after chairing an Umo
Suprenme Council meeting here.

Siti Zainab, 56, was Wanita Umo treasurer when the novenent was | ed by
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Al so suspended from the party was Senator Habshah Gsnan, the novenent's
fornmer secretary.

Anwar said the decision to sack Siti Zainab from her post and suspend
her menbership in the party followed a special inquiry into alleged m suse
of the fund headed by Umo treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

The inquiry found Siti Zainab and Habshah responsible for closing the
Wanita accounts and wongfully transferring RML.8 million from it wthout
Rafi dah's knowl edge, Anwar sai d.

Siti Zainab, who is the Menber of Parliament for Tebrau, is the first
Mal aysi an wormman to be a certified public accountant.

She was chairman of the Urban Devel opnent Authority and Pernas' Chief
Accountant before being appointed deputy minister after the 1995 general
el ecti on.

The Supreme Council also suspended forner Melaka state executive
council |l or Datuk Sahar Arpan from all Umo posts pending conpletion of
court hearing of three corruption charges against him

"Tun Dai m sutmoned Siti Zai nab and Habshah twice to hear their
expl anati on and appeal in connection with the Wanita Umo accounts,” Anwar
sai d.

Anwar said based on their statenents to the inquiry, Siti Zainab and
Habshah admitted responsibility in closing the accounts and transferring
t he noney.

Replying to a reporter's question, Anwar said: "Their action was
wi thout the know edge of former VWanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz."

Anwar said no further action was necessary against the two since Siti
Zai nab's sacking from the deputy mnistership and suspension from the party
wi th Habshah were based on an internal inquiry and not that by the Anti
Corruption Agency (ACA) or the police

"W take the initiative after getting information and the party
commttees and us acted within the neans and powers of the party,"” Anwar
sai d.

"Up to this juncture, | think there is no need for further action since
the nmoney was refunded and action has been taken. The other part of the
nmoney has already been accounted for and | was told it is in the process of
bei ng refunded," he said.

To anot her question, Anwar said: "To ny mnd the procedure was quite
correct. | think the secretary-general made conparison earlier on that even
for a small organisation. They would know for that natter, even at branch
| evel, they would know the nmoment you are no |onger office bearers, you
have to transfer the property assets and accounts to the new el ected office
bearers. ™

"I don't think this is a very conplex issue we are dealing with, but in
order this problem does not recur, the treasurer has been asked to nake



specific guidelines and procedures to be observed by office bearers at all
| evel s," he said.

Anwar al so announced the expul sion of two Kual a Sel angor Unnmo nenbers,
Muhayat Mohd Yusuf and Hanzah Jalil, for supporting PAS in the recent
Per mat ang state and Kual a Sel angor parlianmentary by-el ections.

Meanwhil e, Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul aiman declined to
conment on today's Suprene Council's decision to suspend Siti Zainab and
Habshah with inmediate effect.

She nmerely said: "The inquiry and the action taken are party internal
affairs. I'm happy that part of the nobney will be refunded."

The inquiry into the Wanita Umo accounts was announced by party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad after the April 12 suprene council
nmeeting following a formal conplaint.

At last nonth's suprene council neeting, Dr Mahathir said the council
had identified the wanita | eaders involved in the msuse of the nobney and
had ordered for it to be refunded.

Dr Mahat hir however did not name themas it was an internal matter but
confirmed that past Wanita | eader Rafidah and her successor Siti Zaharah
were not involved.-- Bernanma
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