14 JAN 1997
SI X AGREEMENTS FOR MULTI MEDI A PROJECTS SI GNED

By: K. C. Leong

LOS ANGELES, Jan 14 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysi an conpani es signed six
agreenents and two nenoranda of understanding with their Anerican partners
to collaborate in multinmedia projects, including one for electronic
commerce by CommrerceNet Sdn Bhd.

The signings were witnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who arrived here yesterday evening on a working trip to California
and Japan to pronote the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC).

Representatives of the Ml aysi an conpanies involved in the signing are
part of the business del egati on acconpanying the prine ninister who is
undertaking the mssion just days after heralding the new year with a
message which underlined the government's commitnent to pronoting the use
of information technology and of |T-based enterprises.

The agreenents signed today were between ConmerceNet and Open Market
Inc (OM), Barn Technol ogies Sdn Bhd and Silicon G aphics Ml aysia, Utusan
PNMB On/Line Sdn Bhd (UPQOL) and Excalibur Technol ogies, KUB I T Sdn Bhd and
Science Applications International Corp. (SAIC), Arab-Mlaysian Corporation
Bhd and Medi a- SuperCol lider Inc. and Canbro Technology (M Sdn Bhd and
O acl e.

The two MOUs were signed by Infra Kekal and Todd- AO Studi os and by
Quantum Parall el Sdn Bhd and Thomson Sun Interactive

Conmrer ceNet Managing Director Encik Zait Isa told Ml aysian newsnen
that the conpany was established specifically to venture into electronic
conmerce to take advantage of the fact that borderless trade has been
identified as one of the seven flagship applications of the MSC

The conpany has set up operations at the Universiti Pertanian
Mal aysi a- MTDC Technol ogy | ncubation Centre One on the UPM canpus at Serdang

fromwhere it will offer Internet-based financial, trading and and
i nvestnent systens as well as Internet-based catal ogues for home shopping,
bill paynment and ot her services.

As the electronic commerce narket is very large and requires the
participation of partners, the conpany plans to invite suitable ones such
as the Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Corporation (MDC), MIDC, Telekom Ml aysia and
other relevant and interested parties.

Encik Zait is also the managi ng director of Barn Technol ogi es and
Utusan PNMB On/Line. He said that although the agreenents signed by these
two conpanies also involved in ComerceNet's electronic comerce project,
they were not partcipating in it as a consortium

The two conpani es woul d be taking on various projects of which
ConmerceNet's was only one.

Barn Technol ogi es, which also operates fromthe sanme barn-Iike
structure which al so houses CommerceNet and which gives it its nanme, was
set up to select and anal yse technol ogy projects for their successfu
| aunch and operation within the MSC

It also identifies partners and investors prior to any project going
into full commercial inplenmentation and has set up an office in Silicon
Valley here in California to serve as a funnel for channelling technol ogy
providers to pronote projects in the MSC and to act as a conduit for
Mal aysi an conpani es wi shing to access American nultinedia technol ogi es and
compani es.

Its partnership with Silicon Gaphics will enable it to provide support
for the ConmerceNet electronic conmerce project but it has al so spawned



other projects for MSC inplenentation including high-end graphics and
multimedia training facility, digital post-production studios and a text,
graphi ¢ and picture-based databank for electronic governnent and catal ogue
shopping for the Internet world.

UPQOL, a subsidiary of Percetakan Nasional Ml aysia Bhd which clains to
be the first conpany to nove into the MSC, carries out Internet publishing
of Malaysian legal inforntion, including those on Acts of Parlianent and
anendnent Acts as its main activity.

It has negotiated with Excalibur Technol ogies for exclusive appointnent
as reseller of its two nmain products -- Retrieval Ware (WR) and El ectronic
Filing System (EFS), both of which provide for Wrld Wde Wb versions.

UPOL, which also intends to include publishing of the Hansard once its
dat abase of its legal information is conpleted, uses the WR software as its
dat abase text search engine.

It feels its expertise could be nost relevant in another of the MSC s
flagship applications -- for an el ectronic/digital governnent
-- and says its reseller agreenment signed today would enable it and
Excal ibur to provide text, inmage and picture data base systens to neet the
total needs of this digital governnment initiative.

The partners plan to establish a digital government system prototype
and denonstration centre in their offices, also at the UPM MIDC centre, and
plan to invite governnent agencies to train their staff there

The Antorp agreenent is to subscribe for a controlling stake in Mdia
Super Col | i dor, a Los Angel es-based conpany devel opi ng ganes and nul ti-user
content for the Internet founded by a Ml aysian, Encik Shahril |brahim who
nost recently was director of research and devel opnent at Boss Film Studios
where his group devel oped software systens for special effects used in such
Hol | ywood bl ockbusters as Qutbreak, Miltiplicity and Species.

The KUB | T- SAI C agreenent calls for the partners to work together in
pur sui ng busi ness opportunities in information technol ogy and systens
integration, including such activities as distance |earning, electronic
government, electronic conmerce, telecomunications, intelligent buildings
and information protection

Details of the other agreenents and MOUs were not inmmediately
avail abl e.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir attended a briefing given by EDS, the electronic
data systens conpany founded by Ross Perot 34 years ago and which he sold
to General Motors for US$2.0 billion (about RVA. 96 billion). The conpany
was sold to investors and managenent | ast year

EDS, which already has established businesses in Mlaysia, including
conpani es |ike Petronas, Binariang, Proton and Bank Buniputra as well as
governnent agenci es and conpanies, hopes to becone a strategic partner in
the MSC s devel opnent, especially in the field of electronic governnment. --
BERNANMA
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