07/ 11/ 1997
Six nore held for involvenment in Shi'ite teachings

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Jasw nder Kaur

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Police have detai ned another six people for their
i nvol verment in Shi'ite teachings, bringing to ei ght people arrested under
the Internal Security Act since Tuesday.

I nspect or-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor today confirmed the
arrests under the Act, which allows for detention without trial.

However, he declined to disclose the identities of the six or where they
wer e bei ng det ai ned.

"Al'l six, who are Mal aysians, were arrested for spreadi ng the teachings
of the Syiah (Shi'ite) sect, and such activities could pose a danger to
internal security," Rahimtold reporters at the Kota Ki nabal u
I nt ernati onal Airport.

The Press had approached Rahimto seek information on the arrest of two
men - Abdul | ah Hassan, 80, who is a forner Pas supporter, and Paharuddin
Must apha, 73, a fornmer Parti Rakyat Ml aysi a nenber.

Abdul | ah was bel i eved to have been picked up at his hone i n Pendang,
Kedah, and Paharuddin at his house in Bukit Mertajamearly on Tuesday
nor ni ng.

Both were believed to be actively involved in Shi'ite teachings.

Last year, the Governnent had warned that it would take the necessary
measures to check the spread of Shi'ite teachings, sonme of which had been
identified as a threat to national security.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman
had said in March last year that Shi'ite foll owers were taught to becone
fanati cs.

"This is dangerous. Besides being a threat to national security, the
i deol ogy coul d al so cause a split anong Muslins here, who are foll owers of
t he Sunnah Wl j amaah sect.”

Ham d had cited the mlitancy of the Shi'ite nmovements in Bahrain
Lebanon and Paki stan where Muslins had been killed because of their
di sagreenents with the teachings of the Shi'ite | eaders.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is also the Hone
M ni ster, had al so expressed concern with reports that Shi'ite teachings
were being spread in the country.

In Alor Star, Ham d told reporters this evening that the police had
acted agai nst the eight peopl e because they were considered a threat to
nati onal security.

"Police and the Islamc Affairs Division of the Prime Mnister's
Depart ment had been nobnitoring the activities of the Shi'ite | eaders and
their followers for some tine.

"Anmong the eight arrested in the past few days were a few actively
recruiting foll owers especially anong students of institutions of higher
| earning."
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