29/ 10/ 1997
Sl ovenia's PM endorses Dr Ms stand on currency

Zai non Ahrmad in Ljubljana

MALAYSI A and Sl oveni a agreed that countries nust exchange vi ews on
currency trading and how to prevent it from causing problens such those
af fecting East Asia and now spreadi ng el sewhere.

Sl ovene Prine Mnister Dr Janez Drnovsek said: "W nust protect
oursel ves as any country can be affected by this problem"™

He concurred with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that the
probl emcoul d be averted if currency tradi ng was regul at ed.

The two | eaders were speaking at a Press conference followi ng their
nmeetings at the Presidential Palace where earlier Dr Mahat hir had call ed
on President MIan Kucan.

Dr Drnovsek said he would be visiting Mal aysia next year to see for
hi nsel f the devel opnent and i nvestnent opportunities there just as Dr
Mahat hir was doing in Slovenia during his three-day visit.

Dr Mahathir, in response to a question froma Sl ovene journalist, said
Mal aysi a was | ooking at the steel factories and the possibility of
importing their products, technol ogi cal exchanges and joint operations in
their respective countri es.

He woul d be visiting the Port of Koper and look at its facilities with
a viewto using Slovenia as an eastern gateway for Ml aysian products to
t he whol e of Europe.

The Bal kans was still an unfamiliar area for Mal aysia just as Asean was
unfam liar to Slovenia and, therefore, contacts between the two
Governnents, their officials and their private sectors were inportant.

Last night during a dinner given in his honour by his counterpart, he
said: "I realise that Sl ovenia has sought to build good relations with its
nei ghbours. It is a matter of sadness that Slovenia has not quite been
abl e to persuade the Governnment in Belgrade to live in peace.

"Bel grade's actions continue to threaten the fragile peace in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na. The Serbs in Bel grade seem bent on unravel |l i ng what ever the
Dayt on Peace Agreenent has achi eved for the region."

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was willing to work with Slovenia to
contribute to the process of achieving normalcy in Bosnia and Herzegovi na.
The details could be worked out at various |evels.

He was confident that such co-operation would | ay the groundwork for a
dur abl e peace.

( END)
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