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Smart Partnership phil osophy wi ns accol ades

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

TWO years ago, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad coi ned the
Smart Partnership, a new busi ness concept for global prosperity which nade
it as the thenme of the inaugural Langkawi International D al ogue.

Even the best minds in the business sector then were blur on the new
concept .

But it attracted 135 participants, including GEC chairman and CEO Lord
Prior. Despite their high profile, they considered the Langkawi neeting as
a platformto | earn the new concept.

They had been doi ng busi ness for decades. Their success had given thema
respectabl e international repute. Despite their gl obal success and
reputation, they believed there was still roomto di scover new di nensi ons
whi ch coul d bol ster busi ness.

Except for a brief note fromthe organisers on the objective of the
concept, they walked into the nmeeting roomeagerly waiting for the nonment
for an answer to their curiosity on how the new busi ness i dea woul d worKk.

The organi sers, the Cormonweal th Consultative G oup on Technol ogy
Managerment (CCGTM and Mal aysi an | ndustry-Governnent Group for High
Technol ogy (M GHT), then had hoped that the neeting would initiate
interaction of ideas and practices in the application of smart
partnerships internationally at all levels of econonic life.

The only informati on they had divulged to the participants on the new
concept was that it would create productive coll aboration, especially
bet ween conpani es, public and private sectors.

It would al so be based on et hical co-operative networking, and creating
synergy between formal and informal systens.

They were also told that the concept would conmpl enent the formal private
and public sector organisations and added an i nnovative and flexible
el enment to create successful new businesses, |eading to businesses being
conduct ed by maxi m sing the opportunities where all would be w nners.

Finally, they found the answers to the puzzle on smart partnershi p when
Dr Mahathir delivered his keynote address at the opening of the dial ogue

Dr Mahathir's speech stressed on the need for a smart partnership
bet ween Asia and the devel oped world in the West and that a win-wn
situation was best served by the "Prosper thy Nei ghbour" phil osophy.

The "Beggar thy Nei ghbour” attitude nmust be done away with as it did not
benefit anyone.

"Beggar thy Nei ghbour is never a good policy,"” the Prime Mnister had
said. "And today, all the countries of the world are nei ghbours."

"By i nmpoveri shing nei ghbours, a price will have to be paid, including
the country which practices this policy," Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Mnister's remarks set in nmotion the new busi ness concept. It
laid the foundation for a smart partnership between busi nessnen in Asia
and t he West.

| npressed by the new concept, the participants, nostly high profile
captains of industry, were convinced that the smart partnershi p concept
woul d be a suitable nmechani smtowards gl obal prosperity.

It was easy to gauge the acceptance of the participants towards the
concept .

The nmuch larger participation in |ast year's Langkawi |nternationa
Di al ogue reflected the acceptance of the concept as a workabl e mechani sm
for a business partnership.



Last year's dial ogue took a step forward by bringing in what was vi ewed
as a "w nning conbination” in business between nations and private sector
i nternationally.

A bi g nunber of heads of Governnent, especially fromthe African nations
and 12 senior mnisters from Conmonweal th countries, including officials
of multi-national chieftains from Comonweal th and non- Conmonweal t h
countries, too took part in the dial ogue.

The thene was naintai ned but the focus was nore towards the role of
Governnents in smart partnership.

The di al ogue had succeeded i n establishing channels for personal
i nteraction between busi ness | eaders and Governnent representatives.

And | ast year's dial ogue al so hel ped the Governnent and the private
sector identify the trend for future devel opnent of trade, business and
t echnol ogy transfer.

Anot her achi evenent whi ch should not be ignored is the success of the
di al ogue in bringing businessnen and Government to the round table to
under st and each ot her's needs and vi si ons.

As a result, the dial ogue ended on a sweet note, with both sides
reachi ng a consensus to work collectively towards gl obal harnony and
cooperation.

After two years of scrutinising the smart partnership concept, this
year's di al ogue shoul d be nore interesting. Participants could expect to
hear positive stories about the workings of smart partnerships.

First tinmers can learn fromthe experiences of others how snart
part ner shi ps succeeded i n naki ng partners and nei ghbour prosper, and how
Gover nnent and busi nessnen work together towards gl obal prosperity.

The thenme of this year's dial ogue has been aptly nanmed "Snart
Partnership in Action".

Simlar to previous two years, the Prime Mnister's keynote address
woul d be somet hing to ponder.

Al the participants, including the heads of Government, wll | ook
forward for that vital speech that would certainly benefit their nations
and compani es.
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