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Smart partnership benefits all: Dr M

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said yesterday Mal aysia's snmart partnership
proposal is gaining popularity worldw de but advised that ensuring fair
and equitable profits to all partners is essential under the concept.

The Prime M nister, in acknow edgi ng the exi stence of several Kkinds of
partnerships, said, "There are of course many different kinds of
partnership but sonetinmes a partnership results in one party gaini ng nuch
nmore than the other, and in sone cases, one party gains at the expense of
t he ot her.

"However, under the Ml aysian concept of smart partnership, both
parties, irrespective of size and contribution should gain fairly," he
sai d, when | aunching the six-day Japan's Gta Prefecture One Village One
Product and Tourism Pronotion in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

In stressing his appreciation of Gta Governor Mrihi ko H ramatsu's cal
to establish a smart partnership between Mal aysia and the prefecture, Dr
Mahat hir sai d, the concept has been gai ni ng acceptance not only within the
country but also in countries such as South Africa and Cari bbean nati ons.

"W hope that when peopl e establish such a partnership, they do so to
benefit all partners, not just one partner," he said, adding that Ml aysia
iswilling to establish this with Gta Prefecture which is located on the
i sland of Kyushu in Japan

In fact, Dr Mahathir said relations with Kyushu island, and especially
Ota Prefecture, have been grow ng stronger since his visit in 1989.

"W owe a lot to Gta and its Governor, who has nade the call to
establish a special relationship between Kyushu island, particularly Ota
and countries in South-East Asia.

"In fact, we had four conferences where Kyushu and Sout h- East Asi an
countries participated: this year, the conference was held in Langkaw .

Impressed with Gta's "One Village One Product” concept, Dr Mhathir
said the systemhas been wi dely accepted by other states, after it was
i ntroduced i n Kedah.

"I amvery inpressed with the systemwhere each village shoul d have one
product of its own in order to enhance the incone of its people.

"This idea has been very successful in Gta and people in Gta. Rural
fol k, particularly, have managed to increase their incone by identifying a
product that is suitable for a particular village.

"It struck me that this systemcould al so be applied in Ml aysia... when
| returned fromGta a few years ago. | urged Kedah to establish speci al
relations with Gta and adopt the One Village One Product system" he
added.

The Prime M nister said the concept has caught on in Kedah and hel ped
boost the inconme of villagers in the state. The idea has al so been
accepted by other states in Ml aysi a.

"Through this exhibition, | hope the people in Kuala Lunpur who visit
this fair will be able to see how rural devel opnent can be carried out
whi ch not only benefits rural areas but also the country in general.
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