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SMART PARTNERSHI P COULD BE USED TO FI GHT CORRUPTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernamm) -- The concept of smart partnership
hi ghlighted by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad at the third
Langkawi International D alogue 1997, could be devel oped to fi ght
corruption in the developing countries, an international corruption
wat chdog group said today.

Transparency International (Tl) Malaysia Chapter said that through
smart partnership, corruption in the devel oping countries could be fought
especially when it originated from the devel oped worl d.

Its Coordinator, Tunku Abdul Aziz Tunku |brahim said European
conpani es, for example were allowed to engage in transnational bribery and
get tax deductions fromtheir governnments for paynent of commisions to
foreign governnents in return for lucrative contracts.

"It is illegal to pay bribe in their own country but as long as it is
not in their own backyard it does not matter,” he said

Tunku Abdul Aziz said this aspect was rai sed by Dr Mahat hir when the
controversial 1996 Tl Corruption Perception Index (CPl) was rel eased which
ranked Mal aysia at 26th place anbng 52 countries surveyed

Tl, taking note on what Dr Mhathir had said, is now devel oping a new
i ndex which focused on devel oped industrial nations to show that
corruptions in the developing countries actually originated from the
devel oped countries, he said.

The TI 1997 CPlI would be rel eased by the Berlin-based group at about
8pm I ocal tine today.

Tunku Abdul Aziz said the 1997 CPI nmaked it appearance at a nost
significant tine in the devel opnent of our national integrity system a
period characterised by vigorous and highly visibile efforts on part of the
governnent to ensure that corruption does not becone a way of |life in our
soci ety.

"W have sone way to go before we can breathe a collective sigh of
relief, but a genuine effort has been nmade by the Covernnent as part of a
strategy to mobilise public support by creating awareness of the massive
damage corruption can do to our long term national interest and
aspirations,” he said.

Tunku Abdul Aziz said a high degree of public awareness was essentia
in devel oping and strengthening a national integrity systemas it required
whol e- hearted support of the comunity working in close parnership with the
gover nment. -- BERNAVA
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