27/ 10/ 1997

(' Sni ppet s)

"COA5 to | ook into HOGS needs.” This was one of the notices on the display
board at the CHOGM secretari at.

"Has CHOGM turned into an aninmal farn?" came a query from an amused
observer. Apparently not. CON5 refer to the Cormittee of the Wole, the
parall el neeting of senior officials. And HOGS refer to ... well ... Heads
of Government.

* MANY foreign officials and observers in Edinburgh are quite surprised at
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's rel atively | ow key
approach. But the fact is he is still very nuch sought after by the Press.

Oficials at the Mal aysian secretariat said there had been nunerous
requests for interviews with the Prine Mnister - from CNN, ABC and ot her
i nternational networks and broadcasting organi sati ons.

The officials said alnost the entire BBC tel evision and radi o channel s
wanted an interviewwith the Prime Mnister. But all the requests had to
be turned down because of Dr Mahathir's heavy schedul e.

* HEADS of Governnent noved to their weekend retreat at St Andrews
yesterday. The leaders neet in a less formal atnosphere minus the suit-
and-tie protocol. St Andrews is the acclained "honme of golf".

* THE whi spers from many African del egates were that South African
Presi dent Nel son Mandel a shoul d be nade the synbolic head of the
Conmonweal th, replaci ng the queen "who has been there too | ong".

"Yes, we respect the queen," said an African official, "but we | ook up
to Mandel a. ™
* KRI'S, a Mal aysi an restaurant down London Road, never had it so good - it

registered a full house on Saturday night. This probably proved too nuch
for the cooks and waiters because the orders took such a long time to
cone. But the sanbal bel acan was worth the wait.
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