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Soci al goals nust catch up

Chok Suat Ling

MALAYSI A'S GOAL to achi eve devel oped nation status by the year 2020 has to
be the country's biggest ideal. Ever since the Prinme Mnister unveiled his
vision for the country, the figure 2020 has been on al nost everyone's lips
and m nds.

Suddenly, it becones everyone's favourite nunber. How many tines have we
heard wel | - known personalities and organi sations of note echoing this

soci o-political aspiration of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad?

Vi si on 2020 i ncorporates smaller ideals and goals fromnow until the

year 2020 - just 23 years away. The country has to strive to grab
opportunities in order to hit a target thought by nany to be beyond the
reach of devel opi ng countries.

Much has been said about Vision 2020. Public figures pepper their

speeches with it during functions for dramatic effect. Take a wal k al ong
any street and one nay conme across signs enbl azoned with Roti Canai 2020,
Ai s Kacang 2020 and even Nasi Kandar 2020.

Everyone seens to have hopped onto this "vision bandwagon,' eagerly

awai ting the day when the nation will be pronounced fully industrialised.
WIIl we, however, “becone a nation which is united, with its people
possessi ng sel f-confi dence, supported by firmnoral values and ethics...'
(as said by the Prine M nister when he unveil ed Vision 2020) as we march

t owar ds progress?

Recently there has been an aval anche of newspaper reports on youths

i nvol ving thenmsel ves in various unhealthy activities |ike dadah addicti on,
| epak and bohsia. WII noral values be further eroded in our fervent quest
for devel opnent? Sone | eadi ng public figures seemto think so.

Striving for progress is a good thing, says prom nent historian

Pr of essor Dat uk Khoo Kay Kim "~ Technol ogically, we should be able to catch
up with the West by the year 2020.

" However, enphasis should not only be given to science and technol ogy -

it should be balanced with a concern for fell ow human beings. If society
is topsy-turvy, all the science and technology in the world will not be
able to save it

" A bal anced approach shoul d be taken. Ri ght now, the predom nant focus

is on science and technol ogy. No serious attenpts have been nade to
address soci al issues.'

Khoo is of the opinion that nothing nuch has been done thus far where

the welfare of youths is concerned. "W are leaving themto their own

devi ces. There should be reforns in the educati on systemas school s have
failed to alleviate the probl ens concerning youths in the country
effectively.'

Khoo, however, is enthusiastic about the devel opments in the field of

sci ence and technol ogy and hopes to witness what further innovations there
will be in future. "I amnonitoring the country's progress and hope to be
| ucky enough to be able to see what it will be Iike cone 2020.'

Former Universiti Malaya vice-chancell or Royal Professor Ungku Aziz says
that while reaching out for progress is well and good, Ml aysi ans shoul d
ensure that noral values and the welfare of youths are not sidelined in

t he process.

“Most Mal aysi ans do not seemto conprehend what the word progress neans.
We shoul d pause and ponder its neani ng. Some people may think that being
able to own a RM20, 000 superbi ke, or having three credit cards, is what



progress is all about, but it isn't.
"We are getting nearer to Vision 2020 but is society really noving
forward, what with youths involving thensel ves in unhealthy activities and
t he preval ence of corruption.
"The rise in the nunber of dadah addicts and the social ills pervading
our society is not what one would call progress. W should realise what
the chal l enges are ahead of us. It is the responsibility of all Ml aysians
to make sure we nove towards the ideal and not away fromit.
Li ke Khoo, Ungku Aziz al so says that he would |ike to be able to witness
the country's transfornmati on to devel aoped nation status. "It will be
interesting to see what the country will be like then.'
Nati onal Uni on of Teaching Profession's secretary-general N Siva
Subr amani am al so strongly agrees that the Prine Mnister's visionis a
| audabl e one. However, he says, attention should not only be focused on
t he devel opnent of infrastructure.
"Al'l the developnent in the world - the skyscrapers, the technol ogy -
will be pointless if our society is sick. W definitely have a probl em
with our youths. Last year, crine statistics showed that 2,500 out of
5,000 crinmes conmtted were carried out by those bel ow age 21.'
Siva feels that the majority of Ml aysians equate progress with wealth.
“Most people only think of noney when one tal ks about devel opnent. That
shoul d not be the case. If this continues to be the trend, our society
will be a holl ow one cone 2020."°
What rmust be done, he says, is for Ml aysians to understand what exactly
Vi sion 2020 neans, and part of that vision is to have all forns of social
ills eradicated.
"The Prime M nister was very clear on this point when he unveil ed Vision
2020. W shoul d, however, not leave it entirely up to the nation's | eaders
to solve the problem Al Ml aysians nust step forward and help alleviate
the situation.
"Each famly unit nust have a plan as to how the welfare of their
fam lies can be saf eguarded. The police, teachers and parents shoul d work
together to ensure that school children do not get involved in unhealthy
activities. Hopefully, with concerted efforts fromall sides, the
country's march towards Vision 2020 will not be cl ouded over by the
spectre of social decay,' Siva concludes.
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