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Mahat hi r - Soci al
SOCI AL PROBLEMS MORE APPARENT | N KELANTAN

ALOR SETAR, Feb 6 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
toni ght that social problens are nore apparent in Kelantan conpared to the
ot her states.

The Prinme Mnister said studies carried out showed that the problens,
including HV, AIDS and drug abuse, occurred nore in Kelantan than in any
ot her states although Kedah and Perlis also had a common border with
Thai | and.

Dr Mahathir said he was exposing the problemw th reluctance at the
special nmeeting with religious authorities in Kuala Lunpur yesterday as he
did not want to offend anyone when Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul
Aziz Nik Mat clainmed that the problem was not serious in Kelantan as the
state had its own way of tackling the issue.

"Do not go around bragging that we can do it while others cannot," he
said at a breaking of the fast with the people at Kepala Batas Msque, near
her e.

Ni k Aziz was reported to have said that he was not invited to the
special neeting to discuss social problens anong the youths

He was al so reported to have suggested that the federal governnent
emul ate the Kel antan governnent in tackling the social problens anbng
yout hs.

The Prinme Mnister said Nik Aziz clainmed that the problem could be
solved in Kelantan but statistics showed that the problem was worse in
Kel antan conpared to the other states.

He also clarified that not all Menteris Besar attended the neeting
i ncludi ng Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid.

He said the neeting was attended by Exco nenbers and officers related
toreligious affairs in their respective states.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting was carried out in haste as the governnent
felt that the social problens had reached serious proportion and needed to
be tackled firmy and effectively.

He reiterated his call on the people, particularly Miuslinms, to find out
the reasons why such social problens involved nore Mislim youths conpared
to the other races.

| f devel opnent, progress and prosperity were the source of the problem
why were the other communities, who were al so exposed to the sane
environnent, not as badly affected by the problem he asked

The Prime Mnister said it was inmportant that every Muslimheld to
religious values and strong will power to prevent them from becom ng prey
to such problens.

Dr Mahathir said while the religious education system continued with
the teaching of "fardu ain" and religious obligation, enphasis should also
be given to explain the adverse effects of unhealthy activities from the
religi ous aspects. -- BERNAMA
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