14/ 04/ 1997
Soci eties can do nore to boost British-Mlaysian ties

Dat uk Salleh Majid

LAST week's conference and neeting of the Mal aysia-British Society and the
British-Ml aysia Society seemed to have injected a new spirit into the two
or gani sati ons.

Instead of talk of plans to dissolve the societies and letting life go
on as usual, there is now a strong interest to take the role of the tw
societies to a new pl ane.

Per haps the two maj or hiccups of the past between the two countries
convinced their nenbers that there was nothing much the two societies
coul d have done to avoid them

As things are nore settled now, both societies have searched their souls
and feel it is tinme for a new approach to nake their existence worthwhile.

There are suggestions to expand the major activities of the societies
beyond busi ness and education into culture, sports and tourism Even Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad stated that there is a |l ot that
the societies can do for themto be beneficial to both countries.

For exanple, bringing British students to study in Mal aysian institutes
of higher learning to enable themto understand the culture and dynanics
of a multiracial society.

We all know there is always a | arge nunber of Mal aysi an students
studying in Britain but sel domdo we hear of British students going to
Mal aysi an educational institutes to take up ordinary subjects so as to
create a better understanding.

The sane with culture. Other than the occasi onal conedy plays at
Par kroyal Hotel, there is no effort to bring in the major ones that
Mal aysi ans flock to see when they are in Britain. Perhaps cost is a
factor.

This is where the nenbers of the two societies can work out sone sort of
a sponsorship to make it possible. The nmedia, too, should attenpt to
include this in their range of activities since it is inmportant for the
British nedia to be better informed of Ml aysi a.

In his reply to a question, the Prinme Mnister suggested that their
activities include the field of sports such as bringing in fanous f oot bal
clubs (m nus the supporters, of course) to Mal aysi a.

In education and business, even if a good relationship between the two
countries has al ready been established, there is always roomfor
i mprovenmnent .

Take for exanple the Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC). British investors
may not wi sh to pass up the opportunity to participate in this new and
exciting venture appropriately called Malaysia's gift to the world "where
the full potential of the Informati on Age can be expl ored wi thout any
artificial limts".

According to Mil tinmedi a Devel opnent Corp chairman Tan Sri Dr G hnman Yeop
Abdullah in his briefing to the menbers of the societies, to date 938
conpani es all over the world have agreed to participate in the MC.

The MSC wi Il revol utioni se ways of doing business. Wth benefits such as
freedom of ownership, freedomto source capital, intellectual property
protection, world-class physical IT infrastructure, globally conpetitive
tel ecommuni cations tariffs and service guarantees, it is difficult for
conmpanies involved in multinmedia to resist the offer.

What clearly energed fromthe two-day conference was that participation
frommenbers of the Malaysia-British Society is |acking.



G ven the fact that a | arge nunber of Ml aysi ans have graduated from
British universities and col |l eges, the potential of expanding I ocal
participation is certainly very good.

Maybe getting a proper full-time secretariat is a good start by the
Mal aysi an side in undertaking efforts to redefine the role of the society.

(This article represents the witer's personal views)
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