23 APR 1997
Mar i na- Al DS
SCOCI ETY STILL SHUN Al DS VI CTI M5

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernamm) -- Society's discrimnation against
AIDS victinse and H V-carriers is forcing sufferers in the country to live
in isolation, said Ml aysian Aids Council president Datin Paduka Marina
Mahat hi r .

Even nedical practitioners had allegedly refused to treat them she
sai d.

The council had received reports on such negative attitude and on one
occasion it itself had to save an AIDS victimand fanmly fromthe
comunity, she said.

"Discrinmnation and derision by villagers had forced the Ml aysi an Al DS
Council to relocate the victimand two children fromthe area," she told a
news conference here on the 1997 Wrld A DS Menorial Wek organi sed by the
counci | .

She said the council would report an allegation to the Mnistry of
Health that an AIDS patient, who recently died in a hospital, was not given
any treatnent.

The AIDS Menorial Week , an annual event, starts May 1 and this year's
thene is "Value Every Life, Honour Every Death".

It would be launched at the Central Market here.

Among the activities open to the public are, a three-day exhibition of
Al DS posters by students of Lim Kok Wng Creative Tenchnol ogy Institute,

di ssenmi nation of information on AIDS by non-governnental organisations and
an Al DS awareness qui z.

On May 2 and 3, the British Council here will screen AlIDS-rel ated
docunentary and feature filns for free public view ng.

There will be an "Art AIDS" exhibition at Galeri Wan in Bangsar Baru,
here, displaying art therapy works by people living with H V/ AlDS.

The clinmax of the event will be the World Aids Menorial N ght 1997 at
Dat aran Merdeka on May 4, to be be opened by Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni ster Datuk Sabaruddin Chi k.

State-level celebrations in Perak, Sarawak and Pul au Pinang nmanaged by
organi sations under the council's patronage will be on the same week.
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