25/ 05/ 1997

Soi |l dunped on tree roots now renoved

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The soil dunped on the roots of the raintrees
(samanea saman) and nmahogany (swi etenia) on a plot of land next to a
sewer age pi pe-laying project in Jalan Tun Razak has been renobved.

Proj ect devel oper Setegap Berhad said this was to prevent further damage
to the roots. Project manager Ong KimPong said the soil was noved away
fromthe trees yesterday norning.

"The soil is still left on the plot of land but it has been renoved from
the tree roots," he said, adding that the soil would be used to cover the
sewer age pi pes once they are in place.

Asked whether the trees would be felled, Ong said no. "They will just be
left the way they are.™

Ong added that it will be a while before the sewerage pipe-|aying
proj ect was conpl et ed.

The once | ush three-hectare plot has been turned into a dunping site for
earth renmoved fromthe project, and several trees have shown signs of
dyi ng.

On Tuesday, Associate Professor Dr George Ong of Universiti Ml aya's
Department of Botany said the trees would die within a nonth if nothing
was done to curb damage to the roots.

This, he said, was because earth fromthe construction area, which had
been dunped on the tree roots, was depriving it of oxygen.

If the trees continued to wither despite the soil being renoved from
their roots, it will be a tragic end for them especially after Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad gal vani sed an anbitious Nati onwi de
Tree Planting Programme on March 3 with the goal of planting three nillion
trees by 2000 and another 20 m|lion by 2020.

Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu pledged shortly after that 72
trees, ironically also along Jalan Tun Razak, woul d not be destroyed even
t hough they stood in the way of a RML.2 billion highway project |inking
the city centre, Putrajaya and Kual a Lunpur International Airport.
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