20/ 11/ 1997

Solid backing for Dr M censure for Congressmen

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has shown effective and credible
| eader shi p whi ch brought success to the country.

He added that Dr Mahathir had transformed Mal aysia froma small and not
wi dely known country in Southeast Asia to a dynam c and fast devel opi ng
one.

"Dr Mahathir's | eadership has nade Mal aysia a nodel country for other
devel opi ng countries to emul ate," he said when secondi ng the notion of
confidence supporting Dr Mahathir as Prinme M nister which was tabl ed by
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin Parlianment today.

Dr Ling, however, said the country's econom c devel opnment was not the
sol e achi everent of Dr Mahathir. His his | eadership had al so succeeded in
uniting the people of various ethnic groups, cultures and religions.

Dr Ling, who is Transport Mnister, said the Prinme Mnister had been
gi ven the nmandate by the people through the country's general el ection
hel d in 1995.

Under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, he said, the Barisan Nasional received
65.4 per cent of the popularity votes, the highest ever achieved by the
ruling party since the country achieved its i ndependence.

"Besi des, the BN won 162 (84 per cent) of the 192 Parlianentary seats."

Dr Ling said what was strange was that the United States, a country
whi ch al ways advocat ed and def ended denocracy, now showed an attitude of
di srespect for denocracy which duly elected Dr Mahat hir.

On the action of 34 United States Congressnen to nove a draft resol ution
in the US Congress calling Dr Mahathir to apol ogise for his alleged anti -
Jewi sh remarks, or resign as Prime Mnister, Dr Ling said:

"There is no basis at all. It is a fact that Dr Mahathir is liberal and
does not like to raise racial issues.”

He said it was inproper to suggest that Dr Mahathir was a racial
extrem st.

"As a matter of fact, Dr Mahathir has successfully united the people of
various races and of different religious beliefs and cultures.”

To further disnmiss the allegation of Dr Mahathir as anti-Jew, Dr Ling
said that despite protests fromseveral quarters, Dr Mahathir had even
allowed Israel to take part in an international cricket tournament held in
Mal aysi a recently.

He added that Dr Mahathir had also invited Israeli students and youths
to visit Ml aysi a.

The objective, he said, was to allow these people to see for thensel ves
how a country which has a majority of Mislimpopulation could live
peaceful ly with other ethnic groups.

He said Dr Mahathir, who is also the Home M nister, had adopted an open
policy and had all owed Mal aysians to visit |Israel, adding that follow ng
this, many Mal aysi ans had visited |Israel either on business or as
tourists.

Dr Ling added that it was sad that the 34 Congressmen had | abelled Dr
Mahat hir as anti-Jew.

On the other hand, he said, the Israeli Governnent had shown intention
to enhance bilateral econonic relations with Ml aysia.

He said that a well-known newspaper in Israel, Haaretz, had reported on
Nov 3 that Israeli Trade and Industry M nistry, Natan Sharansky, had



announced that the State would relax its trade policy to encourage trade
wi th Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a.

In conclusion, Dr Ling said: "Dr Mahathir, Sir, Al Ml aysians Love You
Respect You and Sal ute You.™"

The M C al so pledged its support for Dr Mahathir in his tireless efforts
to bring about international fairplay and justice.

Its president, Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, said he believed there was no
one who did not accept and understand the qualities of Dr Mahathir who had
been recogni sed as a chanpion for Third World countri es.

Speaking in support of the confidence nmotion in Dr Mahathir's continued
| eadership, Sany Vellu, who is Wrks Mnister, and the MP for Sunga
Si put, said the M C opposed the action of the 34 Congressnmen to nove a
draft resolution in the Congress calling Dr Mahathir to apol ogise for his
al  eged anti-Jew sh remarks, or resign as Prime Mnister.

He said Dr Mahathir was responsible for maki ng Mal aysia a npdel of a
multi-racial and multi-religious society based on tol erance, justice and
nmut ual respect.

He said the proposed resolution by the Congressnen was clearly an
interference in the affairs of a denocratic and sovereign country |ike
Mal aysi a.

"Their action is in total defiance of the principles of denbcracy and
international rel ations."

Sany Vel lu said the Congressnen nmust accept the fact that Dr Mahathir
"did not make any statenent which was anti-Jew or anti-race in the world"
"This is the tine for all Ml aysians to show that they are united and

firmy supported the | eadership of Dr Mahathir."

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k, supporting the notion,
described the words used in the letter witten by the 34 Congressnen and
the draft resolution by three Congressnen in asking Dr Mahathir to
apol ogi se or resign as Prine Mnister as "abhorrent".

"This is because it could only be witten by racists thenselves with a
political agenda to enotionalise their constituents so as to gather
support for thenselves."

Dr Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister, said the Congressnen tried
to stereotype Third World Islamc | eaders wi thout wi shing to understand
the Mal aysi an situation and Dr Mahathir's expl anation.

"W support Dr Mahathir, who, as a |l eader of a multi-racial, nulti-
religious and multi-cultural Ml aysia, has succeeded in uniting our
different races and bringing about political stability and peace."

As a result, he said, the Governnment had been able to bring prosperity
to the peopl e through sustai ned econom ¢ grow h.

"This was so until we were attacked by rogue international fund managers
who were greedy hi ghway robbers, out to make nobney whil e destroying the
country's econony and i npoverishing us."

Dr Limsaid that steps should be taken to fight against this draft
resolution and to prevent it fromreaching the International Relations
Conmi tt ee.

"It is no use talking to the proposers, as by the | anguage of the
resolution, they show that they are racists thensel ves.

"We shoul d, however, talk and explain to US Congressmen who wote to the
Prime M nister and other influential Congressmen of the Internationa
Rel ati ons Committee and the Congress itself," he said.

Dr Limadded the party al so opposed strongly the efforts of the US
Governnent in using the Iran-Li bya Sanctions Act 1996 on Petronas which
was investing in the gas industry in Iran.

He described this as "extra territorial inplenentation of a purely
American donestic |egislation" which infringed on the sovereignty of



nati ons.

"W urge the Cinton adnministration to take heed of the opposition of
countries in nmore than half the world and to refrain frominpl enenting
American | aws in conpanies in other countries."”

Dr Limurged all Ml aysians to stand behind Dr Mahathir.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said the United States shoul d
respect the freedomand i ndependence of Malaysians if it really believed
i n denocracy.

He said the US Congress should ignore the resol ution proposed by Robert
Wexl er and the 34 Congressnen.

The Yout h novenent al so wanted the Congress to respect Malaysia's
i ndependence which gave it the right to determne its | eadership.

"In fact, they should respect our undivided support for the Prine
M nister and it was irresponsible of themto ask himto resign," Ahnad
Zahi d sai d.

The Congress shoul d accept the US Anbassador in Ml aysia John Mallot's
opi ni on that described the resolution by Wxler and 34 Congressnen as
unw se.

Ahmad Zahi d said the Dewan Rakyat's efforts today would go down in
hi story and prove that Ml aysians stood firmy behind their |eader.

Bari san Nasi onal Backbenchers C ub presi dent Ruhani e Ahnmad said United
States President Bill Cinton should try and put sonme sense into the 34
Congressnen and make themrealise that their action towards Dr Mahathir
went against the United Nations Charter.

He said the US Congress had 435 seats in the Lower House and 100 nore in
t he Upper House, which neant that the 34 Congress nenbers in question only
represented a mnority.

"I hope these 34 Congress nenbers, which | amsure were sponsored by an
enotional group there, will realise that their action was negative and did
not contribute to the efforts of creating peace and harnony."

Ruhani e al so demanded that Mallot report to the US Governnent that
Mal aysi ans stood firmon the principle of peace.

On the Iran-Libya Sanctions Act, Ruhanie strongly opposed it, saying
that it went against the principles of the Human Ri ghts Decl arati on 1948.

If the Act was inposed on Petronas, it would surely affect the good
relations that existed between Ml aysia and US

"I hope the Ml aysi an Government will not step down fromits stand
regarding this issue

"l al so hope the US Governnent will not enforce this Act on Petronas and
any ot her conpany that invested in Iran,” Ruhani e said.

Parti Bersatu Sabah president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan (PBS-

Keni ngau) said all Ml aysi ans were responsi bl e for the defence of their
country when others tried to spoil denocracy and peace.

Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu deputy president Datuk Abang Abu Bakar
Must apha (BN-Kual a Raj ang) said the party was agai nst outsiders trying to
nmeddl e with international trade.

Dr Mahathir, he said, had never been spiteful or nade enem es with the
Jews or their country.

"What he opposes are actions and policies that invade human rights. He
is a fighter of basic human rights."

Al so supporting the notion was Parti Liberal Denocratic Sabah president
Senat or Dat uk Chong Kah Kiat who said Dr Mahathir had proven he had good
| eadership qualities.

Chong urged all to back the Prime M nister.

He said others must now strive to maintain their good relations with
Mal aysi a.

Pas deputy president Abdul Hadi Awang (Pas- Marang) said the party had



decided to abstain fromthe notion supporting Dr Mahathir because it was
not inportant.

The Prime M nister, he said, had already received the mandate of the
people in the 1995 el ecti on.

"Furt hernore, why should we over-react to a resolution by 34 Congressmen
who are only a minority? The resolution will not even be passed.

"This whole notion to support Dr Mahathir is an extension of internal
political ganes.

"It is the Governnent's attenpt to distract the people fromthe
country's current econom c problens,” Abdul Hadi said.

He added that Pas opposed the interference of other countries in
Mal aysia's affairs and the actions of US and Jews towards Mislimcountries
"fromthe very begi nning".

However, he said, Pas was upset with Dr Ling's statenent that the
Mal aysi an Governnment had ties with Israel.

"Foreign policies and practices should be consistent," he said when
participating in the debate.

Former Deputy Prime M nister Tun Ghafar Baba told reporters at the | obby
that being a giant, the US wanted "to step all over" the smaller
countri es.

"If they continue with their actions, the whole world will go agai nst
them" he said.

SUPP vice chairman Datuk Law Hieng Ding said it could not be denied that
Dr Mahathir had provided a fair and open | eadershi p.

In supporting the notion, Law said the party opposed the draft
resol uti on of the 34 Congressnen.

"These Congressmen have no right at all to interfere in the affairs of
anot her country."

Law sai d Mal aysi ans were mature and di d not need the advice and
interference of foreigners to deternine the country's | eadership.
is not afraid to expound his thoughts on issues which nay be consi dered
sensitive to sone.”

Law said this did not nean that Dr Mahathir was proud or arrogant.

( END)
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