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Solid growmth with smart partnership

SMART, as a word, has many connotations; the nost w dely known and w dely
used is in the sartorial sense, that is to be well-grooned. In these days
of high tech, it has assunmed another neaning as in smart-cards that can
performmany tasks and therefore are deened to be intelligent plastics.
The word al so has a third denotation: clever, ingenious and quick to take
advant age of .

It is perhaps in the latter sense, slightly refined, that the Prine
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, used the word in the concept of
"Smart Partnership" which was the thene of his opening speech at the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue on Monday. El aborating his concept, Dr
Mahat hir said the idea of smart partnership was to maxi m se and bal ance
the benefits for both and all, even if the contribution to the partnership
m ght not be equal fromthe parties that have forged the partnership

As the Prime Mnister rightly phrased it, the smart partnership had
served Malaysia well. First we had the political alliance of various
parties in the Alliance which brought together in coalition the people of
the three main races in the then Malaya. This was the foundation of an
enduring partnership between the peoples of Malaysia within the unbrella
of the National Front. This partnership contributed to the country's
political stability and ultinmately was the basis for the econom c growh
t hat had been buoyant over the | ast nine years; ten years if the expansion
for this year is included.

True, there are other political partnerships in coalition governnments
el sewhere but they are not as equitable as smart partnershi ps which has
the inmportant feature of providing maxi nrum and bal anced benefits. For
these partnerships are fornmed by unequal partners. As a result, the bigger
or larger partner dom nates and nakes the decision, resulting in
i nequi tabl e distribution of benefits which in turn creates di scontent and
even di ssent anong the smaller parties. This should explain why coalition
governnents often do not conplete their tenure in office. W only have to
| ook at India where coalition partnerships of political parties flounder
months after they are forned.

As Dr Mahathir said, the conflict between nations of today is due to
forced partnership between them This is not smart partnership. The big
powers carve out large slices of the cake of power, responsibility or
benefit for thensel ves and deny the snaller nations a fair share.

Unfair partnership is manifest in the Wrld Trade Organi sati on which
regards | ow | abour costs as unacceptable. This in turn negates the
conpetitive edge of | ow production costs of the poor or devel opi ng
countries in the international nmarket. Wiither then a smart partnership
anong the nations of the world?

Anot her exanpl e of poor partnership is the relation between workers
uni ons and enpl oyers. Granted that trade unions in the Wst have achi eved
much success in gaining benefits for workers. But these gains are eroded
by high taxes and hi gher contributions to social welfare schenes such as
pensi on plans and nmedical care. Then there is al ways ever naggi hg anxiety
of being | aid-of f whenever conpani es and industrial sectors encounter |ow
sales or low profits.

In Mal aysia the National Front conprises 14 political parties. The
defection of a few of the snmaller parties would not bring down the
CGovernnent. The defectors will |ose the benefits that cone with being



partners in the ruling coalition. Clearly then the Barisan is a smart
part ner shi p.
( END)
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