21/ 08/ 1997

Sone facets of far-sighted | eader

KUALA LUVMPUR, Wed. - The late Prinme Mnister Tun Abdul Razak Hussein not
only strengthened the country with his vision of affirmative action but
al so nurtured able | eaders to continue his policies.

The author of the pictorial biography Tun Razak: Jejak Bertapak Seorang
Patriot, Datuk Zai nuddin Midin, said the country's second Prinme M nister
was an honest man, who was al so open-m nded and far-si ghted.

Speaki ng at the | aunching of the book by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, Zainuddin, a former journalist and editor-in-chief of
the Utusan Group, remnisced on the tines when he was assi gned to cover
Tun Razak

"This was the nost dramatic, exciting and chall engi ng period of ny
career," he said, "and will be part of ny nenories."

Zai nuddi n recal l ed an incident on a Sunday in Labuan in 1971 when
reporters could not send their stories to Kuala Lunmpur as the post office
was cl osed.

"A Berita Harian reporter, Rejal Arbee (now editor-in-chief of The Sun)
phoned up the postnmaster at home and told himthat Tun Razak wanted himto
open the post office that day because the reporters needed to send their
stories.”

Ami dst |aughter in the audi ence, Zainuddin went on to relate how the
postnaster cycled to the reporters' hotel, collected their stories, opened
the post office and sent the copies by tel ex.

"The next day, Tun Razak was delighted that his visit to Labuan was
prom nently featured on all newspapers, not know ng that this was nade
possi bl e through a white lie...."

Zai nuddi n said Tun Razak was a man with a serious deneanour that
intimdated many reporters.

However, he was also a caring and sensitive | eader as evidenced by the
concern he showed reporters by offering themfood cooked by his w fe when
they were on assignnment at Sri Taman, the Prime Mnister's official
resi dence.

On the book he authored, Zainuddin felt it only depicted a snmall part of
Tun Razak's many feats and acconpli shnents.

The book was al nbst not witten due to sonme personal problens but
Zai nuddin said he conpleted it after appeals from Azah Aziz, a menber of
the Board of Trustees of the Tun Razak Foundati on.

Zai nuddi n al so expressed his gratitude to, anong others, the Tun Razak
nmenorial, the National Archive, the Information Departnent's Photograph
Library, the New Straits Tines |library and the Utusan G oup
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