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Zal eha-Integrity
SOVE 500, 000 WOVEN DI E EACH YEAR DUE TO PREGNANCY- RELATED CASES

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernamm) -- The non-recognition by nen of
worren's rights pertaining to the "integrity of their body and their sexual
aut onony" has resulted in sonme 500,000 wonen dying all over the world each
year due to unavoi dabl e pregnancy-rel ated cases.

National Unity and Social Devel opnment M nister Datin Paduka Hajj ah
Zal eha Ismail, quoting Wirld Health Organisation (WHO statistics, said
today 90 per cent of the deaths occurred in devel oping countries and about
200, 000 deaths were due to unsafe abortions.

Frequent pregnancies also led to various forns of norbidity and was a
maj or cause of anaemia and ill health in wonen, she said.

Therefore, the denial of wonen's rights pertaining to reproduction and
sex had resulted in a denial of human rights which were guaranteed in nany
i nternational human rights | aws, she said.

Zal eha was opening the "Panel Discussions On International Planned
Par ent hood Federation (IPPF) Charter On" Sexual and Reproductive Rights:
Setting The Agenda" here.

Zal eha said frequent pregnancies also prohibited the devel opnment of
worren, denied her an identity and contributed to the ideol ogy of seeing
worren only through her relationship as wife and nother.

The | ack of sexual autonony also led to various forns of sexual abuse
and cruelty to wonen which finally destroyed the wonen's self esteem and
deni ed her the dignity of being human, she said.

Zal eha said Malaysia as a leader in the developing world had a role in
the pronotion and protection of sexual and reproductive health and rights.
She hoped the one-day di scussion woul d be successful in determning
practical ways in addressing these issues for the betternment of not only

worren but al so nen and chil dren.

Among the promni nent speakers at the panel discussion was Ml aysian Al DS
Counci | President Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir. -- BERNAVA
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