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SOVE 600 HARDCORE POOR TO PARTI Cl PATE | N TREE- PLANTI NG CAMPAI GN

PENGKALAN HULU, July 12 (Bernama) -- The nationw de tree-planting
canpai gn launched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad in
February will be extended to rural areas through the "Sermai | ndah"
progr amre.

Under the programme, the National Landscapi ng Departnent would supply
seedl i ngs and saplings of decorative trees to sone 600 hardcore poor
famlies to plant and take care of the palns in nurseries set up in rural
areas.

After the trees matured, the governnment would buy them at a price fixed
by the departnent to be used for greening and |andscapi ng purposes, Housing
and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said today.

The nove was to supplement the incone of hardcore poor families, he
told reporters after launching the "Semai |ndah" programe here today.

Hardcore poor families are those earning bel ow RM40 a nonth.

Dr Ting said the governnment had allocated RV nillon for the
tree-planting progranme under the Seventh Ml aysia Plan (1996-2000).

The programre is expected to produce sufficient supply of decorative
trees for the canpaign after three years, he said. -- BERNAMA
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