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Anwar - Sor os
SORCS' S CRITI Cl SM OF MALAYSI A ABSURB, SAYS ANWAR

By: Azman U ang

HONG KONG, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim said tonight remarks by U S. currency specul ator George Soros that
he has been nade a scapegoat for Ml aysia's currency crisis is absurb

"I think M Soros misses the point. To refer to the criticismby the
Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad) as sonething personal to
cover the weaknesses of the Ml aysi an econony or political systemis
absurd.

"What cannot be denied is that we are facing a mmjor problem and
chal | enge from unscrupul ous speculators in the currency and stock narkets,"
he told reporters, here.

Soros said during a Wrld Bank sem nar here earlier today that he had
been nmade a scapegoat by Dr Mhathir for the depreciation of the ringgit to
cover up for Dr Mahathir's own failure.

The billionaire also |aunched his own attack of Dr Mhathir, saying
anong ot her things that he had be subjected to all kinds of false and vile
accusations as the man behind the currency turmoil in the region.

Anwar, who is here to attend the World Bank and International Monetary
Fund (I MF) neetings, said excessive speculation in the market was an issue
whi ch Soros shoul d address.

"I recall the article he wote talking about imoral and unethica
behavi our and market inperfections. Wiy is that he has forgotten when he
deals with market and currency specul ations?

"You nmean to say, that can be defended as a noral activity. We should
then confine ourselves to this specific issue rather than to digress to
ot her issues," he said. --BERNAMVA
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