02 SEP 1997
Pal esti ni ans
S.0S. TO MALAYSI A ON PALESTI NI AN REFUGEE KI DS | N LEBANON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia's hel p has been sought to
get the United Nations to continue basic support for children of
Pal estinian refugees in Lebanon followi ng a decision by a UN agency to stop
such support from January next year

The director of the Beit Atfal As-Sanoud Children Hone in Beirut,
Kassem Aina, told a news conference here today that the United Nations
Rel i ef and Wrk Agency (UNRWA) had given notice that it would no | onger
provi de basic services to the children from next year due to budget
constraints.

He said Mal aysian well-w shers were currently sponsoring 400 such
children, many of whom were here recently on a sponsored visit.

"The cut in UN support would mean their future education is in
jeopardy. It will nean Ml aysian sponsors will need at |east RMB0, 000 per
year for these children. Were is this noney going to cone from" he said

He said the UNRWA had been forced to freeze the appoi ntnment of 250
addi tional teachers required for Palestinian schools as a result of the
measure.

Aina said only the Ml aysian governnment would be bold enough to
hi ghlight this problem at the coming session of the UN General Assenbly in
New Yor K.

Meanwhi | e, the Ml aysian Sociol ogi cal Research Institute (MSRI), the
local facilitators of the Palestinian children sponsorship programme, has
appealed to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to intervene

"Dr Mahathir is the only leader I know who has the guts to help these
kids by bringing up their plight to the UN," said MSRI chairman Dr Alijah
Gordon. -- BERNAMVA
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