09/ 04/ 1997
Spare the hills from devel opnent

A. Mharnad
RECENT news reports on the extensive felling of trees at the hills of
Ampang and Hul u Kl ang, both in Sel angor, were quite disturbing.

I was shocked that it took Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
to say sonething about the | and clearing before we saw action by the
authorities. The clearing of the |and has been going on for sone tine.

I find it anmusing that literally everyone ended up pointing fingers at
each other but to date, none has owned up for this disastrous situation

| amworking with a devel oper in Kuala Lunmpur. My wife and | bought a
house in Taman TAR, Anpang, early |ast year.

We decided on the purchase as it was | ocated adjacent to, what we were
made to understand at that point in tine, a green |ung.

| prided nyself on the fact that | was able to live in an area where the
quality of life was not sacrificed for devel opnent denmands and the | ush
green surroundi ngs served as a healthy and conduci ve environment for
famly living. | was wong.

Towards the mddle of |ast year, we began to see patches of greenery
di sappeari ng and the environnent turning dusty.

The once scenic and picturesque hills were stripped of their greenery,

i ncluding trees which nmust have been nore than 100 years ol d.

Now, what was once a beautiful sight amid bustling city life has
di sappeared, probably for good.

I was nade to understand that nost of the hilly areas around Anpang and
Hul u Kl ang have been desi gnated as green |ungs and that there shoul d not
be any devel opnent there

The Prime Mnister even said once that there should not be any nore
devel oprment on hills and sl opes to avoid anot her Hi ghl and Towers-type
di saster.

It was also on this basis that we noved to Taman TAR

However, much to nmy dismay, the so-called green |ungs are slowy being
destroyed by profit-hungry devel opers.

| blane the |l ocal authorities for this terrible and irredeemabl e | 0ss.

The newspapers have highlighted the clearing of hills in Hulu Kl ang. How
can such a huge piece of land be cleared wi thout the authorities know ng
about it?

I's the municipal council so badly nmanaged that its enforcenent officers
i gnored such w ongdoi ngs?

This is not sonething minor and | amnot nmaking a nountain out of a
nmol ehill, as some m ght think.

It is just that | see the devel opment on hills and sl opes gradual ly
getting out of hand.

Very soon the beautiful sights which we have and for which we are known
for will disappear

| am not agai nst devel opnent. As a matter of fact, | ama devel oper
nysel f.

I have al ways believed that there shoul d be a bal ance between
devel opnent and conservation, an issue which is sel dom addressed here in
Mal aysi a.

We can devel op the whol e country, but why can't we |leave the hills and
sl opes al one?

There are many ot her areas which we can devel op.

Personally, | think we should | eave sonet hing behind for future



generations to enjoy. A concrete jungle is definitely not what | would
like to be remenbered bhy.

The success of a particul ar devel opnent nmust not be evaluated in
nonetary terns al one.

The inpact on the social side should also be considered. The quality of
life nust be given priority when devel opi ng an area.

Havi ng strict | aws are not enough. The enforcers nmust take heed and
carry out their work conscientiously.

At the nonent, this huge tract of |and behind Taman TAR i s bei ng
cleared. | amonly assum ng that the devel opers have the approval of the
council and the Department of Environnent.

If this is so, then regretfully, | nust abide by the fact that Taman TAR
wi || soon change.

But if this is not the case, then we have yet another case simlar to
the one which was highlighted by our Prine M nister.

A. Mohanad
Kual a Lunpur
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