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SPECI AL EDUCATI ON COWM TTEE PROPCSALS TAKEN UP BY M NI STRY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 5 (Bernama) -- Proposals by the Special Education
Conmittee on the service system and the education career programe have
been taken up for further action, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak said today.

He said action was al so taken on the reconmmendati ons that approriate
steps be taken by the governnent to address the problens in the education
servi ce.

There were proposals however, he added, relating to the salary schene,
service appointnment as well as other issues with financial inplications
which the Public Services Departnent (PSD) was pursuing for further
di scussi ons.

These woul d be resolved with the Cabinet Conmittee on Appointnents,
headed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, he told reporters
on the latest devel opnments relating to the report of the special conmttee
chaired by Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Arshad.

The conmittee, which was forned on Aug 4, 1995, began its work in
Novenber the sanme year and finally subnmitted its report to Najib in
Sept enber | ast year.

On the grouses of the National Union of Teaching Profession (NUTP) that
the mnistry had no powers to inprove the teaching service and the rel ated
problenms since it was within the purview of the PSD, Najib said it was a
government decision to standardise the public service

"The PSD actually serves as the secretariat for all decisions nmade by
the Cabinet Conmttee for the creation of appointnments,” he said.

For the public sector, it was inperative for the governnent to
stream ine the service schene for staff to avoid problens cropping up
especially those in the expenditure area and service priority.

"The various government services are inter-related and if there is a
di fferent schene, nmany would believe there would be salary changes," he
added.

Naji b however said this would not nean that the government was not
giving serious attention to the problens in the teaching service, which had
to be viewed within the overall context of the service

Najib said the PSD was al so reviewi ng the service schene for teacher
trai nees holding the Ml aysian Teaching Diploma (DPM.

Answering questions, Najib said there was no necessity to increase the
present SPM qualifying entry requirenent for entry into teacher training
col | eges. -- BERNAMA
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