08/ 01/ 1997
Speci al French envoy ains to strengthen ties

Fadzi| Gnazali

FRANCE, recogni sing Malaysia's growing significance in the region, ains to
strengthen its relations with the country in areas that will yield nutual

| ong-termbenefits.

Its special envoy to Malaysia, M Jean O aude Paye, said France's future
investnents in Malaysia will be long termand not on a project-to-project
basi s.

"The areas that will be enphasi sed i nclude human resources devel opnent,
trai ning and technol ogy transfer," he told a press conference in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

Paye noted his new appointnment - the first France has made - will act as
a catalyst to further nurture the political and econonic ties it has with
Mal aysi a.

He was appoi nted France's special envoy to Ml aysia | ast Decenber by
Presi dent Jacques Chirac.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has appoi nted Foreign
Mnistry former secretary-general Tan Sri Ahmad Kani|l Jaafar as Paye's
counterpart.

"The heads of Ml aysia and France deci ded to have t he special envoy
positions to further inprove existing ties between the two countries.

It will help to broaden the relationship to new areas of nutual
interest," he added.

Paye said he is happy with the appointnment as it will give himthe
chance to work with Malaysia, a country he described as "a | eader and
speaker for devel opi ng countries"

He noted Mal aysi a has recorded trenendous progress and is opening its
econony to other nations rapidly.

"In view of Malaysia's strong achi evements in past years, France feels
there is a need to appoint a special envoy to Malaysia to foster stronger
relations with the country," he said.

Paye said the special envoy positions that Ml aysia and France have
established will help to provide solutions to confrontational issues that
ari se between rapi dly devel opi ng econom es and devel oped nati ons.

During his short stay in Ml aysia, Paye paid visits to Dr Mahathir,
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Econom c Adviser to the
Governnment Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and his counterpart Ahmad Kam | .

Paye is scheduled to visit Ml aysia again in Mrch.

Meanwhi | e, French Anbassador to Ml aysi a Edouard Brai ne said the fact
that France has created the position indicates it recogni ses Ml aysi a as
an i nportant partner.

"I't is living proof of France's newinterests in Ml aysia and the
country feels it is inportant for it to further strengthen its rel ations
with the country," he added
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