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Mahat hi r - Expor t
SPECULATORS MAY FIND WAYS TO PREVENT EXPORTS FROM REGQ ON

KULIM Nov 15 (Bernanm) -- Specul ators may now find ways to prevent the
export of goods fromthis region after attacking the region's econonies,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today.

The prine minister said they mght find excuses for others not to
i nport goods from this region.

All these were nmade to support their predictions that the region's
econoni es were over heated and needed to sl ow down, he said after opening
the Industri Qonotif Komersil (M Sdn Bhd (I nokom) plant, here.

Mal aysi a, he said, should be able to continue conpeting in the
interantional market due to its conpetitive price for the tine being.

However, the cost of exports would increase soon because of the
i mportation factor in the export goods.

"After depreciating our currency, they may find excuses (for others)
not to inport goods fromthis region,” Dr Mhathir said.

Asked who he neant by "they", he said: "they are the people who made
predictions ... locals and foreigners".

The prime minister reiterated his call that Ml aysians nust work hard
to face the chall enges by increasing productivity.

Asked whether the United States-Mlaysia relations were strained
following the US plan to investigate Petronas, the national oil conpany,
for its business involvenment in Iran, Dr Mahathir said: "It is not proper
for themto do so,"”

He refused to comment on a news report that the US State Departnent
regarded the draft resolution by a group of Congressnen calling for his
resignation as "counter productive and could trigger a strong reaction from
Mal aysi a".

Asked whet her Malaysia still needed the Anericans with the presence of
the French, which is involved in this country's autonotive industry, Dr
Mahat hir said Malaysia wanted to make friends with everybody but
"unfortunately sonmebody doesn't want to be friends with us."

The French are involved in the manufacture of the Proton Tiara car and
mul ti purpose |ight commercial vehicles and vans.

To another question, the prime mnister said he m ght discuss the
Petronas issue with French President Jacques Chirac if the latter brought
it up at their nmeeting in Langkawi tonorrow.

"Maybe we will discuss (it) because we are in the sane boat," Dr
Mahat hir said, apparently referring to France's Total SA's and Petronas'
i nvovlverent in a US$2 billion joint venture deal with Iran to develop a

gas field there.

The joint venture, which also involves a Russian conpany, is facing the
ri sk of sanctions fromthe US which regarded it as contravening its
I ran-Li bya Sanctions Act.

I nokom t oday began commercial production of the 2,000cc multipurpose
van called "Permas" at its 200ha pl ant.

The van, which incorporates the French and Korean technol ogy, consists
of eight nodels and will be sold between for RW0, 000 and RM50, 000 each
begi nni ng January next year.

The nultipurpose van can be used for transporting passengers, goods and
can be turned into an anbul ance.

The conpany hoped to produce |ight trucks by end of next year |nokom
chai rman Datuk Zul kifli Abdul Rahman sai d.



I nokom shar ehol ders consi st of Berjaya G oup Berhad (35 per cent),
Pesumals (M Sdn Bhd (30 per cent), Hyundai Mdtor Conmpany and Renault (15
per cent respectively) and Hyumal Mtor Sdn Bhd (five per cent).

The factory is designed to have a production capacity of 20,000
vehicl es per year on one shift but for a start the production capacity will
be around 10,000 vehicles per year on one shift. The workforce of 400 wll
be doubl ed by next year.

"The van is very good," Dr Mahathir said after giving it a test drive
at the factory. -- BERNAMA
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