22/ 05/ 1997
Spin web of alliance, Dr Murges conpanies

Ahmad Tal i b; Rashid Yusof in London

COWPANI ES taking part in the Miultinmedia Super Corridor investors
conference responded positively and enthusiastically to the third roadshow
led by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Tuesday.

Dr Mahathir, in his keynote address, said conpani es worl dw de shoul d
spin a web of alliance which would link themcloser together and this
woul d help elim nate conflicts and pave the way for a nore neani ngful
i nt erdependence.

"It is excellent ... I'mgoing to Mal aysi a next nonth," said Roger
Wl | house, director of Northern Europe operations of SM5 a conpany which
provi des conputer systens for health care, as he hurriedly left the packed
hal | .

He had just heard a sleek, high-profile briefing on the MSC whi ch nmade
its debut on Europe on Tuesday.

It was a sneak preview of the Ml aysian version of how breat ht aki ng
changes in business, information, and communication will be in the new
mllennium the |ikes of the nultinedia universities and the 12
intelligent cities which Malaysia ultimtely hopes to devel op.

The platformfor the futuristic MSC presentati on was the | aid-back
anbi ence of London's Inperial College established at the turn of the
century.

The 1,000 participants heard Dr Mahathir dissected realities the world
will have to reconcile itself with, in his usual candid manner, and sone
witticismlike "should we elim mate the bad el enents fromthe Internet,
there will be no Sussex, M ddlesex ...".

Del egates cane away inpressed. "It is fascinating," said Patrick De
Beer, London correspondent for the famus French daily, Le Monde.

De Beer, who was a junior French diplomat in Kuala Lunpur in the late
1960s when the capital was a "big village", said the MSC was a gl oba
concept which brought together everyone.

Some of the del egates were already maki ng preparations to |ocate their
operations at the MSC. "W are very interested in the smart card idea as
we are a world leader in this,"” said the Mal aysi an general nanager of
Genpl us Technol ogi es Asia Pte Ltd.

He said the conpany was working to incorporate personal identification,
health care, driving |icence, and paynent functions in smart card.

Vel sh Devel opnent Agency chairman Davi d Rowe- Beddoe, speaking via a
video link fromCardiff, described the MSC as the "best and bol dest”
project in the world.
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