09/ 01/ 1997
SPM pupils to sit new English paper this year

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUVMPUR, Wed. - Candidates for this year's Sijil Pelajaran Ml aysi a
exam nation will sit a new English paper which incorporates el enents of
the English paper conducted by the University of Canbridge Local

Exam nati on Syndi cat e.

Announci ng this today, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said
with the introduction of the new paper, the English paper known as English
1119 offered by UCLES woul d no | onger be avail abl e.

Previously, English 1119 - which is considered "a bit tougher" conpared
to the SPM English paper - was offered as an el ective and separate paper
and those who passed it were awarded with a certificate by Canbridge
Uni versity.

It was usually taken by candi dates planning to pursue their studies
over seas.

"The new paper, to be jointly conducted by the mnistry and UCLES, will
be recogni sed as of the sane |level as English 1119.

"Candi dates only have to pay an additional RMLO on top of the usua
exam nation fees conpared to RVMB8 when taking the Canbridge paper before
this."

Najib said the nove was nade in line with the mnistry's ains of
enhancing the |l evel of English in the education systemto one recogni sed
i nternationally.

Speaking to reporters after chairing a post-Cabi net neeting at the
mnistry, Najib said the students were ready as those in Form Four | ast
year had al ready been taught the new aspects of the subject.

Those who performwell in the paper will be awarded with two
certificates - the SPMcertificate and anot her from UCLES.

"However, for those who failed to achieve the grade, the results will be
entered into the SPMcertificate only."

He announced that Standard Five pupils would for the first tine sit the
Sci ence subject in the UYian Penil ai an Sekol ah Rendah exam nation this
year.

For SPM anot her new el ective subject - Engineering Technol ogy - woul d
be offered this year in the exam nation

Thirty-five schools have started teaching the subject to Form Four
pupil s | ast year.

On delays in the completion of school projects and shortage of chairs
and tables in schools, Najib said it was mainly caused by contractors and
suppl i ers.

"The mnistry is continously finding ways to overcone such probl ens,
which are not easy to solve."

However, he said it was unfair to criticise the mnistry when the del ay
i nvol ved only a snall nunber of schools.

"It is true that there are one or two new school s which have failed to
open when the first termbegan this week.

"But there are many others which have nmet the deadline and these are not
hi ghl i ghted."

The ministry will release the total nunber of new schools affected by
the delay in conpletion tonorrow.

About 800 pupils were stranded on the first day of school on Sunday when
a RM.9 mllion secondary school in Chal ok, Setiu, was not conpleted on
tine.



The pupils, nostly fromrural areas in the district, had been placed in
two ot her school s nearby pending the conpl etion of Sekol ah Menengah
Chal ok, which was supposed to be have been conpleted by Dec 16.

Two ot her school projects in the State had al so been del ayed. They are
Sekol ah Menengah Jerangau and Sekol ah Kebangsaan Lubuk Kawah, Jerti h.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had yesterday ticked off
contractors who failed to conplete their projects on schedule, especially
public facilities Iike schools.

Asked about reports that sone schools had inpl enented the single-session
school well ahead the target date set by the mnistry, Najib said the
m ni stry had never given its perm ssion.

A neeting with the National Union of the Teaching Profession to discuss
the matter has yielded positive results, the details of which will be
announced | ater.

On concern rai sed by parents over the segregation practised by school s
where intelligent pupils are separated fromthe slow |l earners, Najib said
the situation had been nisinterpreted.

What had been done was to group together students according to their
performance and capability so that teaching could be carried out nore
effectively.

"Just imagine the difficulties face by teachers if they are to teach a
class conprising highly intelligent students and those who can't even
read."

The streaning process is reviewed yearly. The ministry has instructed
school s not to neglect the weak pupils.

"The term segregation is wong as it conveys the wong neaning ... as if
schools are only paying attention to the bright pupils while the rest are
bei ng negl ected. "
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