27/ 08/ 1997

Spotlight on country's transformation into a “tiger'

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Inits first story on Malaysia in 20 years, Nationa
Geographi c magazine in this nmonth's i ssue spotlights the country's
transformation froma sleepy, agricultural existence into a dynam c
"tiger" economny.

The 22-page cover story, entitled "Rising Star", kicks off with a night-
time picture of the Petronas Twin Towers, seen by the witer, Washi ngton
Post correspondent T.R Reid, as a synbol of "an enornmpus sense of
national pride - pride that literally soars to the heavens"

"Just 20 years ago," Reid noted, "Ml aysia had a sizabl e unenpl oynent
probl em young workers lined up for hot, dusty jobs on rubber and oil palm
pl antations. "

An econonmi ¢ boomsince that tine, however, had encouraged a buoyant
nati onal nood that cemented the ties between the many racial groups in
Mal aysi an soci ety, he said.

"Ml aysi ans now argue that their country has enjoyed greater economic
prosperity and social harnony in four decades of independence than all the
previous centuries of colonial rule."

Reid also noted that this had resulted in "a | evel of confidence that
someti nes approaches disdain for the West" and quoted Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad as saying: "The Eurocentric world is finished
Asi ans have now found the formula."

Rei d endured a minibus ride, visited an old friend i n Kepong Baru,
patroni sed an open-air market in Kota Baru and travelled up the Skrang
River in Sarawak for a stay with an Iban tribe in preparation for the
story.

He found nuch evi dence of Ml aysia's passage into prosperity, but also
wote that the country's headl ong rush into success was having a
questionabl e social inmpact onits culture.

Hs visit to the Iban tribe, for exanple, showed that younger menbers of
the conmunity were nore interested in pursuing the urban life they saw on
television than living the traditional jungle |life of their forebears.

"When | grow up, | want to be a nurse or a doctor in a city like
Kuching," a 14-year-old farmer's daughter told him "I'mnot comni ng back
to live here.™

The 22-page cover story was suppl enented by a 10-page pictorial essay
entitled "Ml aysia's Secret Real nf', which was put together by Swedi sh
phot ographer Mattias Klumafter a year-long stay in Sabah's Danum Val | ey.

Hi s phot ographs captured the valley's spectacul ar aninmal and plant life,
i ncluding a king cobra that had caught himand his assistant by surprise
during an assi gnnment to photograph wild boars.

One of Klum s pictures, of a silvered | eaf nmonkey peering out from
behind the foliage, also graced the nagazi ne's cover.

( END)
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