27/ 08/ 1997

Spratlys: KL to consult Asean on China's offer

MALAYSI A wi || consult the other nenbers of Asean at its informal sunmit in
Decenber on China's offer to jointly develop the Spratlys, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw sai d.

Mal aysi a believes the offer by China should be best discussed at the
informal summit as the overlapping clains on the Spratlys off the South
Chi na Sea involve four of the nine Asean nmenbers nanely Vietnam the
Phi | i ppi nes, Brunei and Mal aysi a, he said.

The ot her nenbers of the grouping are |Indonesia, Singapore, Thail and,
Laos and Myanmar. The nine |l eaders will have the informal summt in Kual a
Lunpur.

Chinese prem er Li Peng had conveyed the offer to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad during his four-day official visit to Ml aysia
| ast week.

Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah, who is on a four-day official visit to
Mal aysia, is the first Asean | eader to be infornmed of China's offer to
settle the dispute over the Spratlys.

Dr Mahat hir had infornmed Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of China's offer and
views on the overlapping clains over the Spratlys during a del egation
meeting in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir, according to Abdullah, told the Sultan that Mal aysi a has
yet to make a stand on China's offer and that it is only proper to listen
to views fromall Asean nenbers, especially those involved in the
overl apping clains, before comng up with a deci sion.

"It is not that we (Ml aysia) cannot devel op the region with China but
there are problens pertaining to the overlapping clains in South China Sea
and security in the region.

"Furthernore, the Spratlys issue does not only involve China and
Mal aysi a al one but there are three or four countries making simlar clains
over the islands at the sane tine.

"As such, Dr Mahathir said it is better for us to discuss this as well
as listen to views fromother Asean | eaders during the informal sumrt. W
do not want to lead in making a stand on China's offer

"In this regard, the decision to be taken by Asean wi |l be through
consensus, " he said.

Li, during a one-on-one neeting with Dr Mahathir |ast Friday, indicated
China's willingness to jointly explore the econom c devel opment of the
Spratlys rather than determ ning which countries have rights on the
i sl ands.

The Chinese premier had also said that it would take a long tine to
solve the territorial issue in South China Sea and that it should be
settl ed peacefully through the use of international |aws and the
Convention of the Laws of the Sea.
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