20/ 11/ 1997

Squatters' menorandumfor Dr M

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - A group of squatters today submtted a menorandumto
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to protest a recent Cabinet
decision to take stern action agai nst squatters and those encroachi ng
Gover nment | and.

The group, calling thensel ves U ban Pioneers, anong others, asked for a
revi ew of the deci sion.

They al so urged the Governnent to introduce a uniformlow cost housing
policy.

The nenorandum was handed over to Dr Mahathir's political secretary
Dat uk Abdul Azi z Shamsuddin at the entrance to the Prime Mnister's
Department in Jalan Dato Onn.

Urban Pi oneers spokesman Mhd Sal | eh Ahnad said the squatters were
willing to nove out if they were given alternative accomodati on.

He said at neetings at State |level, squatters had voi ced concern over
the nove to use the police and mlitary to evict them

The Cabi net which nmet in |ate Septenber also gave the green light to
| ocal authorities to disconnect water, electricity and tel econmuni cati on
facilities to squatter settlenents.
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