13 SEP 1997

SRl LANKAN PRESI DENT TO VI SIT MALAYSI A NEXT WVEEK

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 13 (Bernamm) -- President of Sri Lanka, Chandrika
Bandar anai ke Kunmar at unga, acconpani ed by a 20-nmenber busi ness del egati on,
will undertake a state visit to Ml aysia next week.

A statenment from The H gh Conmission of the Denocratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka said this would be the first official visit to
Mal aysia by a Sri Lankan Head of State or Government since Prime M nister
Dudl ey Senanayake visited Malaysia in 1967.

During her visit, the President will hold talks with Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned and witness the signing of government to
government agreenents between Sri Lanka and Ml aysi a.

A nunber of Menorandum of Understanding will be also be signed between
the Board of Investrment of Sri Lanka (BO) and |eading private sector
congl onerates in Malaysia on projects including infrastructure devel opnent,
i ndustrial and science parks, airport expansion and technol ogi cal
co- operati on.

The visit is expected to boost economic ties between Sri Lanka and
Mal aysi a whi ch have shown an upward trend in recent years.

Sri Lanka's export to Malaysia has increased sharply from US$6 nillion
(RML7.7 million) in 1994 to US$27 million (RW9.65 million) in 1996 while
Mal aysi an investnent in Sri Lanka has increased by 66 percent over the past
two years. -- BERNAMA
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