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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - As a state of energency is enforced in Sarawak,

Mal aysi a announced measures to conbat the haze at hone while offering

assi stance to Indonesia to fight the forest fires in Sumatra which had | ed
to haze bl anketi ng nei ghbouring countries.

The order by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in his
capacity as the National Operations Director cane into effect today as
Mal aysia prepares to send 80 firemen to Sumatra to help fight the raging
forest and peat fires.

Fire-fighting equi pmrent worth RML.5 million is due to arrive here next
week while the Government sought assi stance fromother countries.

Foreign help is expected to cone in the formof manpower and equi pnent
i ke wat er-bonbers, aeropl anes for cl oud-seedi ng operati ons and wat er
punps. France has indicated it will send a team here.

In his declaration of energency released to the Press this norning, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"W have decided to i npose an energency in Sarawak as the Air Poll utant
I ndex readi ng there has breached the 500 level. This is al so because the
situation is expected to continue for some tine."

At 2pm the APl reading in the Sarawak capital had reached 654.

As the order came into force, streets in the Sarawak capital were
deserted as school s, businesses, factories, and Governnent offices shut.

Shops selling food, markets, supernarkets, clinics and pharnacies,
however, renain open.

The Government has assured the public that essential services |ike
public transport and hospitals will continue to be in operation.

To ensure the continuity of peace and security in the State, police and
the Arned Forces are stepping up their operations.

Air inks between Peninsul ar Mal aysia and airports in Kuching, Sibu,
Mri and Bintulu were also severed fromnoon today, as the Departnent of
Civil Aviation ordered the tenporary closure of the airports.

Visibility in ports were also reported to be poor, but shipping
activities were said to be not as badly affected as the cancell ation of
flights by Malaysia Airlines to Sarawak.

Speaking to reporters after delivering his inaugural address at the
Universiti Malaya's alummi reunion at the main canpus in Lenbah Pantai, Dr
Mahat hir said the Royal Mal aysian Air Force would be roped in to assist in
t he ongoi ng cl oud-seedi ng operati ons.

The use of an undi scl osed nunber of nmilitary aircraft will conplinent
that of a private aircraft chartered from Pan Ml aysian Air Transport Sdn
Bhd.

Since Sept 8, the conpany using its Skyvan light aircraft had attenpted
several cloud-seeding operations, with some success, in the Kl ang Vall ey.

The Government is also willing to deploy the RVAF aircraft for simlar
operations in |Indonesia, said Dr Mahathir.

Meanwhil e, the air quality in Nilai, Negri Senbilan, and Gonbak here,
have reached t he hazardous | evel tonight, according to the Departnent of
Envi r onnment .

Bernama reports that the APl for N lai was 314 and Gonmbak 304 conpared
to 123 yesterday.

The air quality in Kajang, Petaling Jaya, Kl ang, |poh, and Johor Baru
were al so at unhealthy | evels.



The air quality over Kuala Lunmpur was at a very unhealthy level with the
APl reading at 292, eight points short of the hazardous level. The APl for
Mal acca was 244.

In Jakarta, I|ndonesia has begun cl oud-seedi ng operations over the R au
provi nce.
"Air has started to becone cl earer and pl anes have | anded agai n at
Si npang Tiga airport in PekanBaru," Antung Dedi, an official of the co-
ordinating teamon |land and forest fires control told Reuters.
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