18/ 11/ 1997

State Assenblies pledge support to Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Two State Assenblies - Pahang and Sabah - today
pl edged their support to the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

In Kuantan, all 38 State Assenbl ynen, including the sole DAP
representative, passed a notion to support Dr Mahathir and object to the
draft resolution of the 34 United States Congressnmen asking the Prine
M ni ster to apol ogi se or resign because of his alleged "anti-Anmerican and
anti-Semtic" remarks.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob noved the energency notion
after Speaker Datuk Abdullah Kia ruled that the issue on hand was a
definite matter, urgent and of public interest.

The notion was unani nously passed after it was debated by five
Assenbl ynen.

Khalil said the tabling of the notion was to tell the nation and the
worl d that the State Assenbly and peopl e of Pahang stood firmy behind Dr
Mahat hir in handling i ssues which involved the dignity and interest of the
country.

"I amaware that as far as diplomatic, foreign policy and trade are
concerned, Ml aysia has good rel ati onships with the US.

"In this context, we have to take into consideration a report on a
statement by a US State Departnent officer who described the action by the
Congressnen as counterproductive and could trigger a strong reaction from
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

In seconding the notion, Datuk |IbrahimTaib (BN Sungai Lenbing)
descri bed the Congressnmen's resolution as uncalled for, ridiculous,
unwi se, inappropriate and undenocrati c.

Ti Lian Ker (BN-Bandar |ndera Mahkota) said Ml aysia was an i ndependent,
free and soverei gn country which practised a denocratic system He called
on fellow Mal aysians to be wary of attenpts to sabotage the country's
denocracy.

Leong Ngah Ngah (DAP-Triang) said he supported the notion because
out si de peopl e had no business neddling in the country's affairs.

Dat uk Loke Koon Kam (BN-Ketari) and R Si nnat hanby (BN-Sabai) al so took
part in the debate.

I n Kota Kinabal u, Sabah State Legi sl ative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Hassan
Al ban Sandukong | ed nenbers of the House, including those in the
opposition, to pledge support to Dr Mahathir

In a statenent signed by all nenbers of the House, they condemmed t he
draft resolution of the 34 US Congressnen and their letter to Dr Mahathir

Among t he nenbers who signed the statenent were Chief M nister Datuk
Yong Teck Lee and Opposition | eader Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan, who
is Parti Bersatu Sabah president.
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