19 JUL 1997
Tr ees
STATE GOVERNMVENTS TOLD TO SUBM T A LI ST OF TREES

GOPENG, July 19 (Bernama) -- State governnents and local authorities
nati onwi de have been directed to subnmit a nmonthly inventory, relating to
the various species of trees and the nunber growing in their respective
ar ea.

Housi ng and Local Governnent Mnister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said the
first report should be made this Septenber, six nonths after Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad | aunched the canpaign to grow nore trees in
Mar ch.

The inventory was inportant for the mnistry to help assess the | atest
position with regrad to the nunber of existing trees, and those grown over
the last six nmonths, he told reporters after launching the tree-grow ng
canpai gn at Kanpug Lawan Kuda here today.

"From the report, the ministry will know the extent of public response
to the canpaign,” he said.

The relevant authorities failing to grow or naintain the trees would be
contacted and asked for explanation, and if it was felt that advice should
be given it would cone from the National Landscape Departnent, he said.

The mnistry had set its target to plant three million trees by 2000
and the number of trees to be grown in every state would be reflective of
its popul ation size.

Dr Ting al so appealed to the people to give their cooperation in
ensuring the success of the campaign, saying the efforts to green the
nati on depended on the people's ready acceptnce.

On housi ng devel opers' clearing of trees at their project site, Dr Ting
said any indiscrimnate chopping would not be allowed and the | ocal
authority nust act firmy on the matter.

Housi ng devel opers should al so make a detailed planning of the trees
they intend planting to avoid house buyers chopping them down later, if
they would not augur well with their "fung sui" (customary belief), he
added. -- BERNAMA
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