19 SEP 1997
Haze- Sar awak
STATE SECURI TY SW NGS | NTO ACTI ON

KUCHI NG Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- The Sarawak State Security Conmittee
swung into action this norning following the declaration of a state of
energency as the haze situati on worsened.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mhnud i medi ately convened a
nmeeting of the committee on receiving an Order of Enmergency letter signed
by the Prinme M nister this norning.

He also went on air through RTM Kuching to announce the Prine
M ni ster's declaration of a haze energency for the state.

The state of energency was declared after the Air Pollutant |ndex (API)
in Kuching breached the 600 nmark this norning, way past the 301-500
hazardous |evel.

The reading | ast night had exceeded the 400 level, forcing the
government to announce the closure of schools today.

The APl reading in Kuching at 10am today was 635 with visibility
limted to a nmere 200 netres, the worst since the haze began shrouding the
state a nonth ago.

Taib said he received the Order of Enmergency letter signed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad early this norning

At 10am Taib sumopned a State Security Conmittee neeting at the 19th
floor of Wsna Bapa Malaysia to nobilise an action plan to handle the
energency situation

He stressed that the energency was not a general energency because of a
security threat but rather for the purpose of protecting the health of the
people and to prevent any accident from getting rampant.

Last night, the National Disaster Relief Managenent Conmittee declared
all schools and kindergartens in the state closed until further notice due
to the haze.

Taib also said that all departnents and agencies and the private sector
may allow their enployees to take unrecorded | eave until the order was
lifted.

However, essential services and private sector establishments involved
in food and drinks supply and pharmacies are to remain open

They should also sell their products at normal prices and not cash in
on the abnormal situation.

They should regard their operation as a service to the people during
this time of enmergency, he said.

"This emergency does not nean that there is a curfew but people are
advised to stay within their buildings and hones and mnimse nobility
unl ess there is sonme essential thing to do outside," Taib said

He said, all forms of open burning had been ordered to be stopped and
the governnent would not be forgiving in taking action against the
cul prits.

The police and mlitary had also been alerted to help to nonitor and
take stern action against those involved in open burning

"The situation is already bad and we nust not add to the pollution to
our air," he added

He said other activities like quarrying had al so been ordered to stop
and snmokers should not throw their cigarette butts anyhow lest they start a
fire.

To support the action of the security forces, he called for the help of
the Tuai Rumah and vill age headnmen to check the open burning in their areas



and to report to the relevant authorities if there is any.

Taib also said that the state had also sent a request to the federa
government this norning to carry out cloud seeding to create rain to help
i nprove the haze situation especially over densely popul ated areas.

A check around the city this norning showed that human activities went
on as usual but nmost of the people had taken the precaution of wearing
surgi cal nmasks.

Meanwhi l e, Cats Radio, a private radio station here sponsored 10, 000
surgical masks this norning for distribution to the public.

The masks were handed over to nmotorists on their way to work early this
norning by the Mayor of Kuching Gty North Haji Awang Ehsan Awang Joi ni
Kuching City OCPD ACP Kushaili Suut and Cats Radi o chief executive officer,
Dr Zuraidi |shak. -- BERNAMVA
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