04/ 12/ 1997
State to oversee devel opnent in Lojing Hi ghl ands

Mani sah | smai |

KOTA BARU, Wed. - The State Governnent, which had previously denied
reports of environnental degradation in the Lojing Hi ghlands, said today
that it would strictly supervise devel opnment there to prevent extensive
destruction

Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Halim Abdul Rahman said a special conmittee
had been fornmed to oversee devel opnent in the State's highl ands.

Speaking after the weekly State Executive Council neeting at Kota
Darul naim Abdul Halimsaid the State Governnent had been briefed on the
situation in the Lojing H ghlands by the director-general of the
Department of Environnent, Tan Meng Leng.

The indiscrimnate clearing of land in Lojing was first highlighted in
August 1994 when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expressed
concern that State Governnments were all owi ng devel opnment on hill sl opes
despite repeated rem nders not to.

A New Straits Times teamwhich visited the Lojing H ghlands in
Sept enber, found evidence of |ogging and | and cl eari ng.

Eroding hillslopes and silted rivers are a comon si ght.

"The conmittee is currently nonitoring developrment in Lojing and will
send reports to the State Government on the situation there," he added.

Abdul Halimsaid the briefing was held in response to reports of severe
envi ronnmental degradation in the Hi ghl ands.

During the briefing, Abdul Halimsaid the State Governnment was advi sed
to supervi se devel opnent projects.

"It is not that we (State Governnent) are conpl acent about the matter.
We have observed gui delines given by the DOE on devel opnent of highl ands
all this while and informed investors to abide by them" he added.

According to Abdul Halim the State Governnent received nore than 50
applications frominvestors to carry out devel opnent projects in highland
ar eas.

However, he said only four conpanies had started their respective
projects, adding that all were agricultural projects.

He al so said the State Governnent, through its rel evant agencies
i ncluding the Land and M nes Department and the District Ofices, would
take steps to ensure that those who had been given approval to devel op
hi ghl and areas enbarked on their respective projects w thout adversely
af fecting the environnent.

"The State Governnent is responsible for supervising projects not
exceedi ng 200ha," he said, adding that approval of Environmental | npact
Assessnment reports fromthe DOE woul d be required for projects over nore
t han 200ha of | and.

Asked on the extent of the environnental damage at Lojing, Abdul Halim
said the situation had inproved.

"W have al so advi sed | oggi ng conpanies to be selective in the felling
of trees to mininise environmental degradation as well as to prevent
serious erosion of hillslopes," he added.
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