09/ 08/ 1997
States get order on Islamic rulings (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Satwant Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad today told State
Governnents to put on hold the inplenentation and enforcenent of certain
rulings governing Muslins that reflect negatively on |Islampending the
formul ati on of uniform Syariah [ aws for the whole country.

He nentioned the recent case of the arrest of three part-time nodels for
taking part in a beauty contest, the manner in which they were arrested
and charged under section 31 of the Sel angor State Islamc Cine Enactnent
for dressing indecently.

The Prime Mnister said that State Governments should refrain from
gazetting fatwa i ssued by nufti to discourage themfromissuing nore
religious rulings until a study, now being conducted by a conmittee under
the Prime Mnister's Department, was conpl et ed.

He said this in response to a question at a Press conference after
chairing a three-and-a-hal f-hour neeting of the Umo suprene council at
Menara Dato Onn.

He was asked whet her pending the conpletion of the study, State
Governnents should put on hold enforcenent of the rulings and whet her
mufti should tenporarily refrain fromissuing fatwa

"Yes, we will do this. Although nmufti issue fatwa, if the State
CGovernnents do not gazette them they will not becone |law, " said the Umo
presi dent.

He said the tenporary suspension was necessary to prevent people from
suffering because sonme of what had been classified as offences now m ght
not be so after the study.

Dr Mahathir said although nufti had been given the powers to issue
fatwa, this did not nean that they could do it arbitrarily.

He said fatwa shoul d be aimed at addressi ng confusion arising out of
certain religious matters and countering deviationist teachings |ike those
of the Al -Argam and ot her sects.

Asked whet her the study woul d define the powers of nufti, Dr Mahathir
said this woul d be carried out, including also on their role.

"This is because in sone legislations, it is stated that only the nufti
can i ssue fatwa and repeal them

"On the contrary, in the issuing of fatwa, there nust be a conmttee
whi ch conprises many others who are experts in other areas including non-
religious matters,” he said, citing the need for the views of wonen to be
represent ed.

He said religious |aws found to be unsuitable and repressive would be
repealed as Islamdid not require its followers to be extrenme in their
actions, which often resulted in the Mislins becom ng divided and weak.

The Prime M nister said the council deliberated at |length the
i mpl ementati on of Syariah |aws and felt that the nain problemlay with the
wrong perception on the position of certain people like the ulam

"There are many who claimbeing an ulama ... those who consi der
t hensel ves as descendants of the Prophet, thus their words cannot be
rejected. This is incorrect."

Dr Mahathir said these were matters that should be explained to the
peopl e, adding that State Governnents shoul d ensure that the
i mpl ementation of Islamc | aws such as action taken agai nst Misli m beauty
contest participants would not reflect on Islamas being repressive.

"W have to realise that Malaysia is different frommany other Islamc



countries where the people there are 100 per cent Mislins."

Dr Mahathir said Umo felt the approach taken in curbing w ongdoi ngs
shoul d not al ways be confined to drastic measures but nore through advice.

"We have to | ook into other pressing problens affecting Muslins |ike
dadah addiction, bohsia, AIDS and other ills,"” he said, adding that it now
seened that the focus was nore on matters |ike Miuslins not covering their
aur at .

The Prime Mnister rem nded the State Governnments to ensure that the
i npl ementation of the Islamc | aws woul d not paint a negative i mage of the
religion.

"The i mage of |slamhas been tarnished by the actions of extrem sts who
use force ... this has only divided the Muslins. In a way, they have
becone the tools of the enemes of Islam”

On whet her the Government would issue criteria on who could claim
t hensel ves as ulana, Dr Mahathir said: "Uama are those who are pious and
know edgeabl e in I sl am besides not having any personal and politica
i nterests.

"I'n Mal aysia, the people always regard those who possess in-depth
know edge of the religion as ulana. Even then, we notice that their
know edge is not that in-depth actually ... they should not only be well -
versed in things |like figah and ussuluddin but also in other matters |ike
| anguage. "

On whet her he expected objections fromopposition parties on the nove
bei ng made by t he Governnent, he expressed hope that all parties would
abi de by the laws to be inplenented after the study and not to politicise
it.
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