16/ 04/ 1997
States urged to go ahead if IT applications can be inpl enented

Kamarul Yunus; Wendy Lim

STATE governnents can inplement their own nultinmedia flagship applications
even before the Multi media Super Corridor (MSC) is proven to be successful
but they must ensure these applications are conplenentary in nature.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said it would be counter-
productive if the applications can only be used in one state and not
l'inked up with other applications, especially with the MSC

"If the states think that their IT applications can be inplenented, then
go ahead. But other applications such as the inplenentation of smartcard
technol ogy (at state level) will have to wait. Smartcard technol ogy needs
a lot of investment and al so sone standardisation.

"It is better to wait for a standard fornat before the states starts its
i mpl ementation,” he said at a nationw de vi deo-conferenci ng sessi on
i nvolving 28 Iink-up stations in every state, including the Pas-I|ed
Kel ant an, yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir was asked by Ahnmad | kram Abdul | ah of the Terengganu State
Secretary office on whether state governnents, which already outlined
their own multinedia applications, need to wait to inplenent the flagships
until the MSC is proven successful.

In his reply, the Prime Mnister said: "It depends ... sonme need to wait
but sonme can go ahead. For exanple, the provision of kiosk under the
el ectronic government flagship can be inplenented as there are pressures
fromthe public sector ... this is too inportant for us to wait."

Dr Mahathir said State governnents and the private sector can al so
devel op "cybercities” but it will not be given the sane privil ege as
"Cyber Jaya", the cyber city located within the MSC s 15km by 50km ar ea

"W can devel op cyber cities approved by the State Governnent or
devel oped by the private sector but the facilities specifically given for
projects for the MSC, including incentives such as flexibility to
enpl oynent of foreign know edge workers, are restricted within the
corridor," he added.

Neverthel ess, he said if the Governnment approved the devel opnent of
cyber cities outside the MSC, foreign nmultinmedia conpani es may not come in
to invest in the corridor but |ook at other |ocations which nay be cheaper
for themto invest.

"However, we can coordi nate other towns, which are dubbed as a cyber
city with the MSC. The outsiders can still comruni cate and obtain
information with the MSC but the incentives will be restricted to those
operating within the corridor," he added.
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