14/ 11/ 1997
Steer I T canpaign towards pronoti ng educated society

Chooi Yean

THE recent National |IT Awareness Progranme | aunched by the Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was to mark the begi nning of the

revol utionary thinking in our society towards a "civil and informed

soci ety".

As rightly put in the letter by Sanath Sukumaran, "IT |iteracy not
restricted to elite segnent of society” (NST, Nov 10), the ordinary people
shoul d be educated on what information technology is and the role it wll
play in the future.

But the nobst disappointing aspect of the whol e canpai gn was the
programre put up on the night of the |aunch. The agenda on that night does
not put us on the track as being an infornmed society or an educated
soci ety. The sketches put up by the artists and the song Sayang | T do not
enlighten us at all on information technol ogy.

The desired end result is not just a society that is able to operate the
comput er and access the Internet. The essence of information technol ogy is
how we use the information to pronote an educated, infornmed and creative
soci ety.

In Conmputimes (Nov 10), Information Mnistry secretary-general Datuk
Zawawi Mahnmuddin's statenent that the mnistry is going to work with State
Governnents on ways to further this "National | T Awareness Canpai gn" is
not reassuring that we are heading in the right direction.

Maybe we shoul d figure out how singing about IT can nake us |ove IT?
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