27/ 01/ 1997
Stern warning to stop running down Ml aysia Airlines

Datuk A Kadir Jasin

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said on Thursday ni ght that
there appeared to be a canpaign to discredit the managenent of Ml aysia
Airlines and its executive chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami.

Dr Mahathir, who was asked by a Bernanma reporter about a recent
newspaper report which alleged that the quality of the airlines' services
had dropped, had linked the campaign to parties, whomhe said, were hoping
to take over the national carrier.

The Prime M nister scoffed at runours that Tajudin had wanted to sel
the airline as he could no | onger manage it.

The Star, in reporting Dr Mahathir's statenent, headlined "PM It's a
pl ot - bad Press a canpaign to topple MAS chairman”. The Sun said: "Anti-
MAS Pl ot - concerted effort to destroy its image, says Mahathir". The
Busi ness Tinmes headlined: "Dr M Stop putting down Mal aysia Airlines."

It is interesting to note that Dr Mahathir saw a | arger agenda in the
reporting of the matter.

To be fair to the local nedia as a whole, it has to be noted that only
one Bahasa Mal aysi a newspaper was involved in publishing a series of
articles highlighting what it clainmed to be maj or problens facing the
national carrier.

O her mai nstream newspapers |i ke Utusan Mal aysia, The Star, Sun,

Busi ness Tinmes and New Straits Tinmes were not involved. They did, however
report the replies from Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
and Taj udi n.

The Prime M nister could have been pronpted to nake such a strong reply
by the fact that the newspaper concerned appeared to have deliberately
downpl ayed both Dr Ling's and Tajudin's replies to its charges.

In fact, Dr Ling's reply expressing the Governnent's confidence in
Taj udi n was not published by the paper until two days later. And when it
did, the fact that the Governnment had expressed confidence in Tajudin was
not hi ghli ghted.

In contrast, newspapers |ike The Star, Sun, Utusan Ml aysia, Business
Times and New Straits Times published Dr Ling' s statenent on January 23
and in sonme cases on the front page. The Bahasa Mal aysi a newspaper
concerned did not publish Dr Ling's statenent until a day |ater in page
t wo.

There may and may not be a |ink between the newspaper's series of
dammi ng reports on MAS and the runours that at |east two hi gh-powered
busi nessnen - said to be non-Bunmiputeras - are interested to take over
control of the airline fromTajudin

It could be that the newspaper was only doing its job but not too
t hor oughl y.

About the only outside sources nentioned in its first report were
"regul ar passengers on MAS' international flights" and one K K Kiew,
managi ng di rector of an unidentified travel agency.

O her sources quoted by the newspaper were uni ons and associ ati ons
representing MAS enpl oyees. To support its first report, it used Dr Ling's
and Tajudin's replies to further condemm the airlines.

Dr Mahathir's statement confirmed that there are i ndeed people who are
interested in MAS and that they stand to benefit fromthe negative reports
by t he Bahasa Ml aysi a newspaper.

Runours were rife in the last few nonths that Tajudin was consi dering



selling his MAS stake although he had privately and publicly denied them

This gives credibility to the theory that the rumurs are being
deliberately spread and kept alive either by the suitors thensel ves or
their agents. Hence whatever reports that nay |l ead to the destabilisation
of MAS and its managenent woul d benefit these interested parties.

Dr Mahathir's strong statenent should serve as a strong warning to these
people to lay off or face the risk of having their identities exposed.

As for Tajudin, the MAS managenent and workers, the renewed vote of
confi dence fromthe Government, in particular Dr Mahathir, is a chall enge
for themto work together to overcome problenms and put the national
carrier inits rightful place, one where all Ml aysi ans can be proud of.
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