26/ 01/ 1997
Stop issuing pernmits for log exports, mnistry told

Joseph Bi ngkasan; Ashraf Abdul | ah
KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The Sabah Governnent wants the Primary Industries
Mnistry to stop issuing approvals or permts to export |ogs from Sabah.

This will be anong the proposals to be submtted to the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on Monday together with the report of the
State special conmittee investigating the smuggling of |ogs from Sabah.

Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh, who is also Finance
Mnister, said matters relating to forestry was sole right of the State
Governnent but it seenmed that the mnistry had al so staked a cl ai m of
jurisdiction.

Abdul Ghapur clainmed this was the case when |l ogs worth RM6 million were
sei zed froma cargo vessel Able Helnmsnmen in Tawau on Jan 18 as the
docunents aut horising export of the logs were that of the mnistry.

He said although the State Government was aware that the ministry had
approved the export of excess | ogs by a Tawau-based conpany in Cctober
| ast year, valid until Dec 31, 1996, it did not apply to the Jan 18
i nci dent.

"I'n the recent case even though docunents showed it was issued by the

Primary Industries Mnistry ... we (State Forestry Departnent) did not
know about it, if we had known, royalty woul d have been collected fromthe
conmpany. "

In Kual a Lunpur, a Federal -level committee had been set up to assist in
the investigations, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid.

He said the conmittee, in addition to the State-level comittee which
was set up earlier, would co-ordinate the investigations at the Federa
| evel

It is being headed Treasury's deputy secretary-general Datuk Shahbuddin
| mam Mohaned.

Anwar was asked whether a senior politician in Sabah has been inplicated
in the snuggling operations.

"I don't know yet. It is still being investigated. Let them prepare the
report," he said.

Anwar was speaking to reporters after wi tnessing the second Islam c bond
issue totalling RV2.2 billion by Kuala Lunpur International Airport Bhd.

Asked why was there a need for a Federal -l evel conmttee when the State-
| evel panel was already investigating the matter, Anwar said: "WVell,
certain agencies |like Custons are under the Federal CGovernment.”

Abdul Ghapur said Federal mnistries should not encroach into
aut horities under the State Governnent's jurisdiction

The State Government is the sole authority over forestry matters in
Sabah under the State Forestry Enactnent 1968.

He said if the Primary Industries Mnistry was allowed to continue
i ssuing approval s to export |ogs w thout know edge of the State Forestry
Depart ment, Sabah woul d suffered substantial |osess in revenue from
royal ty.

CGhapur, who heads the special commttee, said a detailed report on the
Jan 18 incident was al nbst conpl et ed.

The committee was forned by the State Cabinet on a directive by Anwar on
Monday.

Anwar nmade the directive in Tawau after briefed by Chief M nister Datuk
Yong Teck Lee about | o0g-snuggling activities in Tawau when the Kl ang-
regi stered Abl e Hel menmen was detai ned on Jan 18. Six others vessels had



sailed off with mllions of ringgit worth of |ogs.

CGhapur said should the mnistry want to grant export or re-export of
| ogs or excess logs, the approvals and pernmits nust be issued through the
State Forestry Departnent.

"This is the procedure,” he said.

Ghapur said in the Tawau case the Forestry Departnment was in the dark as
no informati on was received fromthe mnistry or the Ml aysia Ti nber
I ndustry Board.

On Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k' s stat enent
inthe New Straits Tinmes yesterday that his mnistry had given the
approval to Tawau-based company to re-export excess |ogs, CGhapur said: "W
do not know where are the excess logs Dr Limwas tal king about."

He said in the Jan 18 case, the docunents were also certified by the
Police Field Force based at the Sabah-Kal i mantan border when in actual
fact this was not part of the procedure.

Meanwhi | e, at the sane function, Ghapur received RVM21, 900 i n donati ons
from CGol den Hope Pl antation Sdn Bhd, Wanita Barisan Nasional Tawau and
Fel da Umas Unmas settlers for the State Disaster's Geg Victinms Fund.

The fund now stands at RWA.9 nillion.
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