07 SEP 1997
Anwar - | etter (w ndi ng-up)
STOP SLANDERI NG ME, ENOUGH | S ENOUGH, PLEADS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7 (Bernamm) -- Ummo deputy president Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m has appeal ed that he not be slandered anynore through
poi son-pen |letters.

There was so much nore to be acconplished on the party's agenda for the
good of Umo, the Malays and the nation, said Anwar, who is Deputy Prine
M ni ster and al so Finance M nister.

"Enough is enough. We have so much nore on the agenda. W nust handl e
the econony carefully, consolidate our finances and strengthen ourselves
politically," he said.

Anwar nade the inpassioned plea when w ndi ng-up debate before the close
of the three-day 1997 Umo general assenbly here.

"Don't debase ourselves to the lowest of all creations. Allah gives us
dignity when the Al mighty created us," he said.

Anwar chi ded, tongue-in-cheek, those who had al ready slandered him
t hrough poison-pen letters in the past not to disclaimknow edge of them

Anwar, said as an ordinary human being, he was saddened by the nmany
poi son-pen letters which slandered him

"They are nothing new. They seem to be endl ess and of various titles
too. But this tine, it's getting too nuch and that's why | |odged a police
report on Aug 15," he said.

Anwar said he thanked his famly, friends and those who synpat hi sed
with him and held special prayers.

"I specially thank the president (Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad) who
asked me to be cal mand Azizah (Anwar's wife Datin Seri Wan Azizah Ismail)
who tells nme 'You should know politics is like that," said Anwar.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir had told him hat he (Mahathir) hinself have been
sl andered several tines including that he had a Chinese wife in Singapore

Anwar sai d those had sl andered hi mthrough the poison-pen letters were
in fact the ones indul ging what they had accused him of doing

"Since they are doing those things that they do, they think I'm doing
it too," he said.

Anwar was recently accused in a poison-pen letter of involvenment in a
sex scandal .-- BERNAMA
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