04/ 08/ 1997
Stop thinking the world owes you, filmnmakers told

Ham sah Ham d

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast ni ght urged Mal aysi an
filmmakers to discard the nentality that the world, the Governnent and
everybody owe them

He said they should not insist that the Government fight for what they
want, especially when the Governnment has al ready provided vari ous
facilities and incentives to benefit them

"We are living in an era of survival of the fittest," he said. "For
i nstance, the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC), it has no precedent. W
have no source of reference

"There is no nodel to look to as an exanple but we have to be brave to
pioneer it, and after we established it, we have to market it
aggressively," he said in his address at a dinner hosted by the Ml aysi an
Artistes Association (Seniman) in Kuala Lunmpur |ast night.

The CGovernment's efforts have borne fruit and the world is beginning to
have confidence in Mal aysia where to date 90 conpani es have applied for
MSC status, Dr Mahathir said.

Simlarly, local filmnakers nmust be daring in venturing into new areas
and after getting intoit, to market it aggressively.

"It is the sane for films. Hollywood filnms are | eading the industry not
because of big budgets but because of aggressive narketing to every part
of the world," he said.

To becone successful, filmnakers nmust al so be successful entrepreneurs,
the Prime Mnister said, adding that they nmust possess the art of
negoti ation and establish good relations with everyone in the industry.

He said to ensure that those involved in the filmindustry receive
protection for their creative work, the Governnent, through the Miltinedi a

Bill of Guarantees, has anong other things nade it a condition that the
MSC woul d be a regional leader in intellectual property protection and
cyber| aws.

In this respect, filmproducers should grab the opportunities and nake
use of the nultinedia technol ogy, such as digital graphics, since there is
now a guarantee that their work will be protected. In addition, the new
technol ogy is already widely used in |ocally-nmade TV commerci al s.

Fil m makers shoul d al so not see television as a threat as they can
produce TV filnms as well. "If our filns are of good quality, it will be
wel | -received in the gl obal market," he said.

However, the local fil mmakers nust make fil ns based on nore concrete
i ssues, rather than concentrating on romance as the nain thene.

There is al so no need to copy filns produced in the Wst.

(END)
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