14 OCT 1997
Sul ai man- St r at egy
STRATEGQ ES BY AGRICULTURE M NI STRY TO FACE CURRENCY CRI SIS

SABAK BERNAM Cct 14 (Bernanm) -- The Agriculture Mnistry has drawn up
various strategies to reduce inports of food itens and to increase the
export of agro-based foodstuffs in line with the governnent's efforts to
deal with the currency crisis.

Its mnister, Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud, said he had called for a
nmeeting of state executive councillors in charge of agriculture to discuss
the best way of inplenenting the strategies.

He said that apart from pledging their support for the strategies, the
excos gave their views on how to inmprove the nation's balance of paynent.

"They agreed that as nuch as possible we will inport only food itens
whi ch cannot be produced locally, even then we will try to reduce such
imports,” he told a news conference after the presentation of the M5 | SO

9002 award to BERNAS here, today.

He said the government would ensure that the prices of the food itens
for which inports would be reduced would not soar in the |ocal narket.

Sul ai man said the governnment was aware of the increasing demand for
food itenms because of population increase and the people's greater
pur chasi ng power.

Sul ai man al so said that two experts fromBritain's Royal Agriculture
Col l ege, who arrived yesterday were taken to visit the Padang Terap, Sik
and Baling districts to observe the proposed sites for a big-scale
agriculture project.

According to him the experts had nmet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad who said that the areas could al so be devl oped for
tourism

However, he said the nmain activity would be agriculture to neet |ocal
demand and al so for export.

Sul ai man al so | aunched the new variety of long-grain aromatic rice
produced by Bernas bearing the brand nane "Sekinchan". -- BERNAMA
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