15/ 07/ 1997

Stream i ning Syariah | aw on i ndecent behaviour'

SHAH ALAM Mon. - Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Orar said the State
Governnent will streamine the inplenentation of the Syariah | aw

pertai ning to i ndecent behaviour to bring it into line with such [aws in
ot her States.

The | aw al so prohibits Miuslimwonen from participating in beauty
cont ests.

He said the State Religious Departnent had been directed to study al
the Enactnments and fatwa enforced by other States.

The outcone of the study, he said, would be tabled at the next Nationa
Committee on Religious Affairs chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He said the study would be used as the basis for the uniform
i mpl ementation of the | aws throughout the country.

"Until then, the existing Enactment will continue to be enforced as it
has al ready been passed by the State Assenbly and gazetted for
i mpl enent ati on.

"The State Governnent will step up publicity on the provision of the | aw
inan effort to informthe public about its existence," he said, adding
| ocal authorities had al so been directed to i nform beauty contest
organi sers about the provision prohibiting Miuslimwonen fromtaking part.

Abu Hassan said this after being briefed about the current programmes
carried out by the departnment and the inplenentation of the State Islamc
Crime Enactrnment 1995 today.

Last Tuesday, three part-tinme nodels who participated in the recent M ss
Mal aysia Petite 1997 pageant were charged under section 31 of the
Enact ment for dressing i ndecently.

Noni Mbharmad, 19, of Georgetown, Penang; Fahyu Hani m Ahnad, 18 and
Sharina Shaari, 22, both fromAl or Star, Kedah, pleaded guilty to the
charge and were each fined RVA00 or two nonths' jail in default by the
Petal i ng Jaya syariah court.

They were al so charged in the Shah Al am Syariah H gh Court on Wednesday
wi th going against a fatwa (Islamc ruling) of the Sel angor Mifti,
prohi biting Miusli mwomen fromtaking part in beauty contests.

The case whi ch came under section 12 (c) of the Enactnent woul d be heard
on Aug 6.

The case pronpted acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimto cal
for noderation in the inplenentation of Syariah laws in the country.

( END)
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