29/ 07/ 1997
Stress on nai nt enance, avi ation sector urged

Fadzi| Gnazali

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wants the aviation industry
- general, mlitary and conmercial sectors - to enhance the culture of

mai ntenance as it will help reduce cost and boost safety.

He said unlike other nodes of transport, flying an aircraft is a nmean of
transportation that is not that forgiving, where nost accidents result in
| oss of lives.

"Those in the aviation sector nmust inculcate a culture that stresses on
very detail ed mai ntenance. Everything is inportant when it cones to
aircraft,” he said at the launching of two aviation events at Sungei Besi
i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The events are the flagging off the Great Malaysian Air Rally '97, which
is held in conjunction with the Asia First Fly-In Convention and
Expedi tion, and Mal aysi a's experinent kit-plane, ERM

Dr Mahathir said the observance of this culture also includes the Roya
Mal aysi an Air Force which owns sophisticated aircraft |ike M Gs-29 and F-
18s.

"These (the aircraft) are expensive and we do not have the luxury to buy
many of them Any accident involving such aircraft not only neans | oss of
lives but also |oss of investnents," he added.

Dr Mahathir said he had the opportunity to visit a station of the UK
Ai rbase recently, where the culture of maintenance was strongly displ ayed.

"I aminpressed that they can still fly the Canberra aircraft which was
built during the 1960s. And they believe that they can still fly such an
aircraft until the year 2008.

"Due to their strong naintenance culture and know how i n mai ntai ning the
mechani cal parts, they can fly these aircraft as if they are new. In our
case, we may regard these aircraft as too old to fly. Qurs which are even
newer than these are grounded,"” he added.

On the two events, Dr Mahathir said they are very relevant to the
devel opnent of aviation spirit anong Ml aysi ans.

"Both activities will attract interest towards flying as a recreationa
activity anong the young and the old. Wth interest in aviation, we can
move the country's aviation sector one step further,” he added.
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