13/ 02/ 1997

Stress practical aspects of religions, urges NUTP

BUTTERWORTH, Tues. - The National Union of the Teaching Profession wants a
school curriculumrevanp to make it nore practical, saying this was
necessary because religious and noral education have been a failure.

Its secretary-general, N Sivasubramani am said although the country had
enphasi sed much on religious and noral education in schools, social
probl ens invol ving youths had been on the rise.

"We are concerned with the declining standards in the norals of our
yout hs, their unbeconi ng behavi our and the nany other ills besetting them
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad hi nsel f has expressed his
concern over this."

"Despite nmany hours of religious and noral education, the ills are
i ncreasing. This means our curriculumhas not been successful."

"Pupils learn that they nust pray, that they nust respect their elders,
they learn the inportance of discipline, they |earn responsibility and
good val ues. "

"However, when they | eave school, or even in school, these are not
translated into action."

"What is lacking is a practical approach. They learn the theory and soon
forget about it. The curriculumnmust be designed to enphasi se the
practical aspect of values and religion."

Si vasubramani am said the fact that the country | acked sonme 5,000 |slamc
religious teachers conpounded t he probl em

He urged for an early solution to this problem

Si vasubranmani am who is al so the Cuepacs secretary-general, called for
nmoral education to be scrapped and be replaced by religi ous educati on.

"The pupils of the various faiths should be taught the practical aspects
of their own religions. In this teaching, the common core val ues of al
religions can al so be enphasi sed. "

"There is much in conmon in the various faiths and these shoul d be
hi ghli ghted. "

"Such an approach will al so help foster understandi ng anong foll owers of
the various religions, apart fromcreating a better and norally upright
society."

He called for better training of teachers in this area.

(END)
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